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Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Ag  missions  supporters  meet  in  Madison 

By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.  region  by  bringing  in  people  his  time 


in  Ethiopia  —  one  of  the  Dennis  McCall  was  s 
Editor  for  training  in  the  latest  agricul-  poorest  nations-in  the  world.  ed  from  his  family  sever; 

tural  methods  and  technolo-  "When  folks  are  sick  and 

Members  of  the  Agricultural  gies,  Musen  said.  hungry,  they  don't  have  a  lis- 

Missions  Foundation  (AMF),  in  Jerry  Bedsole,  a  retired  vet-  tening  ear  for  the  Gospel, 
their  annual  meeting  February  erinarian  who  served  for  Physical  needs  must  be  met 
19  at  First  Church,  Madison,  decades  as  a  missionary  in  first,"  Bedsole  cautioned, 
reelected  Frank  Prewitt  of  Ethiopia,  reported  that  ''God  He  said  that's  why  Baptists 
Belzoni  as  president  and  heard  used  rural  development  as  the  distributed  enough  gram  in 
reports  of  Baptist  agricultural  key  to  get  the  door  open,"  in  Ethiopia  during  the  famine  to 
missions'  projects  underway  that  country,  where  traditional  stack  a  football  field  to  the 
around  the  world. 

Also  reelected  to  serve 
with  Prewitt  were: 

•  David  May  of 

Starkville,  vice-president. 

•  Joyce  Watson  of  Terry, 
treasurer. 

•  Ed  Trott  of  Jackson, 
secretary. 

•  Gene  Triggs  of 
Madison,  chairman  of  the 
board. 

•  Harold  Watson  of 
Terry,  project  coordinator. 

A  tno  of  missionaries  told 
of  the  growing  influence  of 
agricumiraT  missions  as  an 
effective  way  to  reach  diffi¬ 
cult  areas  of  the  world  with 
the  message  of  Christ. 

"We  are  so  honored  to  be 
a  small  part  of  what  God  is 
doing  in  the  Philippines. 

Our  'nine-to-five'  job  is 
teaching  agriculture,  but 
our  joy  is  church  planting," 
said  International  Mission 
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with  an  additional  $16,214 
on  hand  for  finalizing  the 


izania;  Steve  Musen,  missionary  to  Philippines;  and  Jerry  Bedsole,  retired  Mississippi  Baptist  Con- 
anaTy  to  Ethiopia,  during  the  foundation's  annual  meeting  February  19  at  vention  Board  to  provide 
Zhurch,  Madison.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.)  seeds  for  new  crops. 

-  Dates  and  locations  for 

missionary  work  has  not  height  of  a  25-story  building.  the  AMF  summer  meeting  in 
always  been  welcome.  Mississippi  native  Dennis  August  and  the  annual  meeting 

"As  friendships  were  made,  McCall,  IMB  missionary  to  in  February  2001  will  be 
we  began  to  see  nearts  open  to  Tanzania,  was  also  a  featured  announced  later, 
the  Gospel,"  he  said.  speaker  at  the  annual  meeting.  For  more  information  on 

Bedsole  said  each  year  He  is  the  son  of  John  McCall,  AMF,  contact  project  coordina- 
brought  a  new  battle  to  renew  his  retired  longtime  Mississippi  tor  Harold  Watson  at  1153 
work  permit.  He  endured  two  pastor  and  faculty  member  at  Owens  Road,  Terry,  MS  39170. 
revolutions,  three  governments.  Baptist-affiliated  Mississippi  Telephone:  (601)  857-8544.  E- 
and  four  years  of  famine  during  College  in  Clinton.  mail:  hwatso@aol.com. 


What's  in  the 
Record 


NOBTS  building  ancient  manuscript  collection 

NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)— In  the  begin-  NOBTS's  recent  acquisition  of  273  man-  through  the  International  Greek  New 
ning  was  the  Word,  then  the  Word  was  uscripts  on  microfilm  from  the  library  of  Testament  Project  (IGNTP).  The  IGNTP  is 

Congress  now  brings  the  miter's  total  to  an  organization  dedicated  to  producing  a 
around  500  manuscripts,  said  William  comprehensive  compilation  of  the  textual 
Warren,  center  director  and  Landrum  P.  evidence  from  the  manuscripts  for  use  by 
Leavell  II,  professor  of  New  Testament  New  Testament  scholars  and  Bible  soa- 
Studies.  Some  of  these  distinguished  man-  eties  in  deciding  the  original  text, 
uscripts  originated  from  the  Greek  Since  1992,  Warren  and  other  NOBTS 
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Is  anyone  listening  in  Hollywood? 


puiar  prime-time  televi-  points  to  his  web  site, 
ow,  Wno  Wants  To  Be  A  which  started  only  last 
is  taking  dead  aim  on  July  but  now  averages 
pot  for  this  season  and  10,000  hits  (visits)  each 
eed,  night,  "and  the  nights 
1,000  when  the  game  shows 
are  on,  it's  higher." 

Obviously,  television 
viewers  are  desperate 
for  decent  program¬ 
ming.  A  one-night  foray 
into  the  cesspool  that 

-  for  network 

j  will  reveal 
plot  devices  including 
that  adultery,  fornication, 
homosexuality, 
alcoholism, 
illegal  drug  glorifica¬ 
tion,  graphic  sex  as  art, 
*  ‘ :  murder  as 
/  . ,  misogyny, 
and  wholesale  disre¬ 
spect  for  religion  —  to 
name  but  a  few  on  a 


NOW,  HERE  TO  LEAP  US  IN 
SPIRITUAL  ASROEICS  IS  PASTOR 

iAiRi  pauE  ii^l 


Editor's 

Notebook 


?ast  one  game  show  bun  is  confident  passes  tor 
ws  why  this  is  happening.  broadcasting 

"The  game  snow  comeback  is  ] 
proof-positive  evidence  f 
Americans  are  looking  for  family 
friendly  entertainment  —  television  onanism 
shows  that  parents  can  sit  down  il 
with  their  kids  and  watch  togeth-  I 
er,"  said  Steve  Beverly,  professor  at  graphic 
Baptist-affiliated  Union  University  pornography, 
in  Jackson,  Jenn. 

Beverly  is  a  30-year  veteran  of  the 
broadcast  business  and  former  game 
show  host  whose  love  of  the  genre  slow  night, 
prompted  him  to  start  a  World  Wide  Radio  an< 
Web  site  named  The  Game  Show  pictures  aren' 
Convention  Center  (http:/ /full-  ter.  Scanning 
speed.to/gameshows).  He  was  spectrum  a 
interviewed  for  a  February  15  recent  rush-hc 
Baptist  Press  article  by  Sara  Horn.  work,  die  du 
'Look  at  Who  Wants  To  Be  A  on  two  grown 
Millionaire?  —  for  the  last  two  weeks  it's  used  loosely), 
been  new  programming  showing  three  show  on  one  o 
times  a  week,  and  it  has  oeen  the  number  most  popular 
one  show  on  the  air,  beating  out  every  net-  tions,  aiscuj 
work  hands  down  —  and  it's  a  G-rated  virtues  of  def 
show.  other  people. 

"People  like  to  have  an  experience  that  The  favori 
doesn't  involve  diluting  their  value  sys-  this  year's 
tern,"  Beverly  pointed  out.  Award  for  be 

If  there  is  a  list  of  the  top  ten  diluters  of  Beauty,  is  a  s 
values  in  our  country  today,  television  illegal  drug  ui 
would  inarguably  be  in  the  race  for  the  Tne  film's 
number  one  spot.  ture  honors  i 

"The  1990s  were  the  decade  of  the  'sex-  which  feature 
com'  (sexual  comedy).  Every  comedy  on  abortionist  wl 
the  air  had  some  measure,  or  element  of  orphanage.  G 
sex,  which  when  you  think  about  it  is  real-  depicts  the  ui 
ly  a  symbol  of  the  breakdown  of  values  in  trade  being  th 
America.  I  dunk  the  audience  has  seen  Such  is  the 
enough,"  Beverly  said.  in  America  to 

As  a  measure  of  that  sentiment,  Beverly  that  decent  peopl 
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Is  anyone  in  the  Hollywood's  ivory  tow¬ 
ers  listening?  Time  will  tell. 
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After  serving  as  a  pastor 
for  32  years,  Goa  has 

Sven  me  a  new  opportunity. 

n  January  1,  I  began  serving 
as  the  stewardship  director  for 
Mississippi  Baptists.  Many  of 
my  friends  asked  me,  "Now, 
what  will  you  be  doing?" 

My  assignment  wilibe: 

•  to  promote  One-Day 
Stewardship  Revivals  in  the 


defines  stewardship  as  "delib¬ 
erately  using  all  the  resources 
entrusted  to  us  by  God,  includ¬ 
ing  time,  in  order  to  fulfill  his 
puiposes  for  our  lives." 

As  I  move  across  our  state, 
I'm  going  to  be  asking  myself 
and  others  these  questions:  Can 
someone  look  at  your  check¬ 
book  and  validate  that  you  are  a 
Christian?  Can  someone  look  at 
how  and  where  you  spend  your 
time  and  understand  that  you 
are  a  Christian?  Can  someone 
look  at  where  and  how  you 
have  invested  your  talents  and 
understand  you  are  a  Christian? 

When  you  come  to  the  end 
of  life,  which  of  the  following 
statements  do  you  think  you 
can  make? 

•  I  wish  I  had  given  more  of 
my  money,  time,  and  abilities  to 
God. 

•  I  wish  I  had  worked  hard¬ 
er,  made  more  money,  had  a 
bigger  house,  driven  a  better 
car,  spent  less  time  with  my 
family,  and  given  less  to  God. 

Stewardship  is  more  than 
money.  It  is  the  whole  of  our 
life,  given  to  God. 
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Stewardship 
more  than 


money 

By  Jerry  Mixon,  Stewardship  Director 
Miss.  Baptist  Convention  Board 
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local  church. 

•  to  develop  capital  fund 

raising  through  the  Challenge  belief  about  stewardship.  Many 
to  Build  program.  people  have  the  opinion  that 

•  to  develop  new  materials  stewardship  is  a  code  word  for 

for  stewardship  education.  the  pastor  to  talk  about  money 

•  to  provide  resources  to  the  —  a  slick  way  to  get  you  to 

local  church  in  the  area  of  stew-  come  to  churcn  without  telling 
ardship.  you  he  is  going  to  preach  on  the 

•  to  develop  and  promote  a  tithe. 

new  endowment  to  support  The  truth  is  that  stewardship 
missions  inside  Mississippi.  has  less  to  do  with  money  and 

David  Michel,  the  former 
stewardship  director  now  serv¬ 
ing  as  associate  executive  director 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  will  continue 
his  responsibilities  with 
Cooperative  Program  promotion. 

Please  allow  me  to  share 
with  you  a  brief  vision  of  my 


to  give  God  what  we  owe  him, 
but  we  should  also  do  more. 

A  steward  is  someone  who 
has  been  entrusted  with  some¬ 
thing.  You  and  I  may  think  we 
earn  our  money,  but  actually  it 
is  a  gift  from  God.  He  has 
allowed  us  to  earn  our  pay.  He 
has  also  given  us  time  and  abil¬ 
ities.  All  of  this  is  his  invest¬ 
ment  in  us. 

How  we  use  our  time,  tal¬ 
ents,  and  opportunities  reveal 
whether  we  are  Christian  stew¬ 
ards  or  not. 

A  new  30-day  guide  to  per¬ 
sonal  revival  by  Larry  Burkett 
as  God  helps  and  Kay  Moore  (available  at 
ieveweneed  LifeWay  Christian  Resources) 
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a  little  warmer/'  she  Workers  in  both  Pec  and 
's  a  humbling  experi-  Pristina  partnered  with  the 
realize  that  something  Samaritan's  Purse  aid  group  to 
ild  take  for  granted,  distribute  some  of  that  group's 

I  being  warm  300,000  shoeboxes  filled  with 
inside  our  Christmas  gifts  to  children  in 
homes,  area  schools  and  hospitals, 
would  be  so  In  the  midst  of  all  the  suffer- 
valued  by  mg  in  Kosovo,  God  is  answer- 
these  people  ing  prayers  and  revealing  him- 
who  have  suf-  self.  Rouse  added, 
fered  so  "We  were  working  at  our 
much."  warehouse  and  heard  some 

In  the  Pec  men  screaming  next  door  at  the 
area,  blankets  cement  factory,"  she  recounted, 
were  given  to  "We  rushed  over  and  saw  a 
the  1,300  fam-  man  had  fallen  in  the  machin- 
ilies  already  ery.  A  big  piece  of  equipment 
receiving  was  on  his  back, 
food  aid  pro-  "When  the  workers  finally 

vided  by  lifted  the  equipment  off  the 
Southern  man,  he  jumped  up.  He  was  not 
Baptists,  said  even  hurt! 

Southern 
Baptist  mis- 
s  i  o  n  a  r  y  ^ 

Debbie 

Rouse.  -- 

Others  were  / £ 

taken  to  a 


BAPTISTS 


The  blan¬ 
kets  were 
divided 
between 
two  major 
cities, 
Pristina  and 
Pec,  where 
Southern 
Baptist 
workers  and 
their 
Kosovar 
helpers  dis- 
t  r  1  b  u  t  e  d 
them  to  peo¬ 
ple  in  need, 
said  Connie 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


ern  GRATEFUL  KOSOVARS  —  Gentiana  Thaqi,  10,  who  lives  in  a  village  blind  chil- 
mis-  in  southwestern  Kosovo,  carries  blankets  her  family  received  from  dren,  many  of 
in  Southern  Baptists  as  part  of  the  "Blanket  Kosovo  With  Love"  project,  whom  were 
Kosovars  face  a  desperate  situation,  with  most  of  their  houses  burned  out  separated 
(the  during  the  war,  "but  thanks  to  the  generosity  of  Southern  Baptists  it  will  be  from  their 
•rist-  a  little  warmer,"  missionary  Connie  Davis  said.  (BP  photo  by  Steven  Reese)  families  dur- 

the  entire 
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ina,  we  don¬ 
ated  400  blankets  to  a  group  that  Albanian  refugees  returning  to 
has  a  widow  assistance  program,  Kosovo  and  facing  a  harsh  win- 


bed.  Another  1,200  were  distrib-  ing  the  war.  Most  live  in  one  Mary  and  Joseph 
uted  to  a  small  village  named  room  with  windows  and  doors  and  the  baby 
Vragoli,  where  we  were  putting  of  plastic  to  help  block  out  the  Jesus,  shepherds, 
roots  on  houses."  cold  winds  and  under  wise  men,  and 

As  many  as  860,000  Kosovar  makeshift  plastic  roofs  To  help  even  angels 
Albanians  fled  or  were  expelled  keep  the  moisture  out,"  Davis  donned  their 
from  the  province  of  said.  "The  whole  family  sleeps  makeshift  robes 
Yugoslavia  this  past  spring.  in  this  one  room  and  then  they  while  a  Kosovar 
The  vast  majority  returned  gather  up  their  beds  and  live  believer  read  the 
to  find  their  homes  destroyed  mere  during  the  day.  Christmas  story 

by  Serbs  or  damaged  by  NATO  "It  is  a  desperate  situation,  from  the  Gospel 
bombs.  but  thanks  to  the  generosity  of  of  Luke. 

The  "Blanket  Kosovo  With  Southern  Baptists  the  winter  In  addition  to 

the  blankets. 
Southern  Baptist 
volunteers  helped 

Eut  roofs  on 
ouses  damaged 
during  the  war 
and  distributed 
wood-burning 
stoves  to  families 
without  heat. 
Rouse  said. 


BP  head  Hollinger  to  retire 

NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  Herb  Hollinger  has  announced 
his  retirement  as  vice  president  for  convention  news  from  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  Executive  Committee  effec¬ 
tive  July  1.  Hollinger  has  overseen  Baptist  Press,  the  SBC's  offi¬ 
cial  daily  news  service,  since  March  1,  1991.  Following  his 
retirement,  Hollinger  and  his  wife  Mary  will  move  out  West 
where  he  will  work  with  local  churches.  "I  felt  the  call  of  the 
Lord  to  go  out  and  help  grow  churches  and  plant  churches  out 
West,"  he  said.  Hollinger  was  bom  June  3, 1940,  into  a  news¬ 
paper  family  in  Burley,  Idaho.  After  graduating  from  Burley 
High  School,  he  attended  the  University  of  Idaho  where  he 

Saduated  with  a  bachelor  of  science  degree  in  1962.  Hollinjger 
ter  earned  a  master  of  divinity  degree  at  Golden  Gate 
Seminary,  Mill  Valley,  Calif.,  in  1973.  Hoffinger,  who  grew  up  in 
the  Mormon  church,  was  converted  to  Christianity  and  bap¬ 
tized  in  Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  while  serving  in  the  Air  Force  m 
1962.  He  was  later  licensed  to  preach  in  1970  by  First  Oiurch, 
Burley,  Idaho,  and  he  was  ordained  to  the  gospel  ministry  by 
First  Church,  Graton,  Calif.,  in  1971.  His  first  pastorate  was  at 
First  Church,  Graton,  from  1970-73,  followed  by  six  years  of 
ministry  at  Foothills  Church,  Issaquah,  Wash. 

Hollinger  has  also  served  in  several  denominational  posi¬ 
tions,  including  editor  of  The  California  Southern  Baptist 
newsmagazine  from  1983-1991,  and  as  director  of  the  division 
©f  communications  and  editor  of  the  Northwest  Baptist 
Witness  for  the  Northwest  Baptist  Convention  from  1979-83. 


HEADED  HOME  —  The 

Krasniqi  family  loads  their 
wagon  with  blankets  Southern 
Baptists  gave  to  Kosovars 
whose  lives  have  been  turned 
upside-down  by  war  in  the 
Yugoslav  province.  Donated 
through  the  "Blanket  Kosovo 
With  Love"  project,  widows, 
orphans,  unemployed  families, 
hospitals,  children  in  a  blind 
school,  and  others  received  the 
witness  to  God's  love.  (BP 
photo  by  Steven  Reese.) 


Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  trustees  affirm  a  spirit  of  reconciliation  at 
their  February  meeting  in  Nashville,  including  a  motion  of  support  for 
embattled  board  president  Lloyd  Elder.  A  motion  to  fire  Elder  is  made  and 
later  withdrawn  at  the  August  meeting. 


- - — — — 

Hebron  Church,  Meridian,  bums  the  note  on  its  new  three-bedroom, 
ir!  two-bath  pastor's  home  —  less  than  two  years  after  its  completion 
■  Tommy  Jones  is  pastor. 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  elects  James  L.  Sullivan, 
pastor  of  Belmont  Heights  Church,  Nashville,  as  executive  secretary  of 
the  state  convention  board.  Sullivan,  a  native  of  Smith  County,  will  suc¬ 
ceed  D.  A.  "Scotchie"  McCall,  if  he  accepts  the  post. 
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Georgia  Baptists  digging  out  after  tragedy 

CAMILLA.  Ga.  IBP)  —  pine  trees  that  had  crashed 


CAMILLA,  Ga.  (BP)  — 
Georgia  Baptists  in  Mitchell 
and  Grady  counties  will  never 
forget  the  Valentine's  Day  tor¬ 
nado  that  took  18  lives  and  sent 
hundreds  to  area  hospitals.  It 
was  a  night  of  fear,  of  heroism, 
and  of  testing  one's  faith,  say 
survivors  of  Georgia's  dead¬ 
liest  tornado  in  53  years. 

The  homes  of  eight  members 
of  First  Church,  Camilla,  were 
heavily  damaged  and  20  others 
were  moderately  damaged  in 
the  storm,  which  hit  around 
midnight.  The  homes  of  pastor 
Harris  Malcom  and  deacon 
Chris  Anglin,  who  lived  in  the 
same  subdivision,  were 
destroyed  as  the  families  hud- 


pastor  starts 
Internet  site 


FOOTHILL  RANCH,  Calif. 
(ABP)  —  The  focal  ministeri¬ 
al  association  is  going  global 
via  a  new  high-tech  ministry 
tool  being  promoted  by 
California  Southern  Baptist 
pastor  Rick  Warren. 

Warren,  pastor  of 
Saddleback  Valley  Community 


EMOTIONAL  AFTERMATH  —  Phyllis  Malcom  (facing  camera)  is  south, Macedonia  Church  bivo- 
overcome  with  emotion  as  she  hugs  neighbor  Cindy  Anglin,  who  cahonal  pastor  David  Pickering 
came  over  to  visit  in  the  aftermath  of  a  tornado  that  swept  through  went  out  mto  the  night  to  check 
their  home  in  Camilla,  Ga.,  Feb.  14.  Looking  on  is  her  husband,  an  elderly  member  of  the 
Harris  Malcom  (left),  pastor  of  First  Church,  Camilla,  Ga.  The  church.  Shortly  after  he  arrived, 
Malcoms,  along  with  their  daughter  Katie,  were  in  the  home  he  met  Macedonia  music  leader 
throughout  the  storm  but  were  unharmed.  The  Anglin's  home  was  and  volunteer  fireman  Richard 
also  destroyed  by  the  tornado.  (BP  photo  by  Gibbs  Frazeur)  Powell,  who  also  was  cpn- 

- -  cemed  about  Willie  Hurst. 

together,"  Malcom  said.  "It  was  hall  when  she  thought  "this  Eventually  they  found  Hurst 
over  in  25  seconds  but  seemed  might  be  our  time  to  go."  lying  face  down  in  the  mud 

like  an  eternity.  In  the  dark  we  WWe  just  hunkered  down  with  severe  injuries.  He  is  slow- 
knew  we  had  major  damage  and  prayed,  'God,  just  keep  us  ly  recovering  from  seven  bro- 
because  we  could  hear  the  rain-  all  safe.  Take  the  house,  it  does-  ken  ribs  and  a  broken  jaw  in  a 
water  pouring  into  the  rooms,  n't  matter,  just  keep  us  safe.'"  Tallahassee  hospital, 
but  we  couldn't  see  a  thing.  As  the  storm  passed,  the  Other  Georgia  Baptists  in 

"I  felt  fear  because  I  was  family  crept  over  debris  into  Grady  County  were  not  so  for- 
afraid  for  my  family,  but  I  was  at  the  living  room  but  had  trouble  tunate.  In  nearby  Cairo, 
peace  with  God,  if  you  can  make  seeing  with  no  electricity.  Shannon  Harrell,  28,  and  her 
sense  out  of  that.  You  learn  a  lot  That's  when  a  flash  of  lightning  eight-month-old  daughter, 
about  your  prayer  life  when  the  gave  Malcom  an  eerie  peace  he  Kylie  Rae,  were  killed  in  the 
walls  and  roof  are  coming  apart  was  not  expecting.  storm.  Her  husband  Todd,  a 

all  around  you,"  he  said.  Through  a  large  hole  in  the  Royal  Ambassador  leader  at 

Phyllis  Malcom  remembers  roof,  he  could  see  the  silhou-  Pine  Level  Church,  and  his 
the  tense  moments  as  the  fami-  ette  of  a  cross  formed  by  twist-  stepdaughter  Brittany,  11,  sur¬ 
ly  sang  "Jesus  Loves  Me"  in  the  ed  limbs  of  one  of  two  large  vived  with  minor  injuries. 


Church  in  Lake  Fewest,  Calif., 
said  he  and  his  wife  have  been 
praying  about  how  to  use  roy- 

Purpose-Driven  Church, 


allies  from  his  book  The 
Purpose-Driven  Church, 
which  has  sold  a  million 
copies  in  14  languages. 

They  decided  to  use  the 
money  to  build  a  site  an  the 
World  Wide  Web,  www.pas- 
tors.com,  to  provide  free  ser¬ 
vices  to  pastors  and  church 
leaders  everywhere,  he  said. 

Among  features  is  free  e- 
mail  for  church  leaders. 
Ministers  can  receive  e-mail  by 
their  name  "@pastors.com," 
instead  of  a  cryptic  user  name 
assigned  by  an  Internet  service 
provider  or  a  less-dignified 
domain  name  such  as 
"Yahoo."  The  address  doesn't 
change  when  a  pastor  moves 
to  another  state  and  can  be 
used  from  anywhere.  E-mail 
can  also  be  encrypted  for  use 
by  missionaries  serving  in  areas 
where  security  is  a  concern. 

Pastors.com  also  offers 
clergy  chat  rooms  and  bulletin 
boards,  placement  notices 
and  a  daily  devotional.  Soon  it 
will  offer  a  church-to-church 
auction  like  the  popular  E-Bay, 
news  and  information  and  on¬ 
line  stewardship  consulting, 
Warren  said. 


Miss,  evangelists  sign  statements  of  accountability 


We,  the  members  of  the  Conference  of 
Southern  Baptist  Evangelists  (COMBE),  do 
hereby,  before  the  Lord  and  each  other,  affirm 
the  following  statements  concerning  our 
accountability  as  vocational  evangelists. 

I.  We  confess  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  I..  ? 
of  God,  as  Lord  and  Savior  and  declare  Bii 
our  obedience  to  the  Great*/ 
Commission,  our  willingness  to 
advance  its  purpose,  and  our  availabil- 

ity  to  fulfill  its  meaning. 

II.  We  affirm  our  belief  that  the  Bpf 
Bible  is  the  infallible  Word  of  God  and  I 

is  our  only  source  of  authority.  AsBB 
Southern  Baptist  evangelists,  we  sup- 
port  the  1998  Baptist  Faith  and^S 
Message  position.  fifE 

III.  We  assert  the  call  of  the  voca-Mp 
tional  evangelist  is  an  authentic  New  I. 
Testament  call;  thereby,  we  approaches 
our  vocation  with  the  same  degree  of!  \ 
preparation  and  integrity  as  isMj 
demanded  of  other  Christian  vocation- 

al  skills. 

IV.  We  are  accountable  to  the  local 


V.  We  acknowledge  that  the  conviction  VI.  Our  priorities  are:  First,  to  a  disciplined 

of  sin  is  a  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  we  devotional  life,  insuring  our  personal  spiritual 
will  extend  the  invitation  with  integrity  development;  second,  to  our  families,  aemon- 
and  without  coercion  or  manipulation.  strating  our  commitment  as  companions  and 

parents;  third,  to  those  with  whom 
we  minister,  /un  c\  ui»  ru  <  of  i 

V*  Jfv-  ’  «’  *  credibility  of  our  message. 

^  **^^"^* *  4^21  VI*-  As  servants  of  God,  we 

IAv • "  'tf?*  W->*'  confirm  our  duty  to  live  morally 

.  ’ ,  ’  '  *'  ‘ A'-vX','  4  clean,  pure,  and  holy  lives.  What 

It  .  Iu> 

obligated  to 

to 

- ‘ ♦  ^ 1  and 

'  ^$7  ,  ,  *  repbrtii  v  ,  >m  n<  es  :rkt  -.t  it , 

’>>  t  »■  -jy"  ,  >  1  V  We  need  and  desire  to  K 

AjljB  hi  led  and  controlled  by  the  Huh 
yj;  (t'*  '*"*’*  **..-*  - Spirit  in  order  that  we  mavbe 

»•  tnoroughh  prepared  and  thor 

,T  ,7  ’**  '  *,  .  8  jffl  oughlv  empowered. 

W ^  We  seek  to  promote  ev  an 

1  -•»  1 1  s  m  with  integnK  through 

e\-er\-  segment  of  our  ministries 

*"£7*  Officers  of  tf,e  Conference  Si*  &£&  Tro^.Usc 

ssissippi  Baptist  Evangelists  signing  the  affirmations  of  whom  we  serve. 
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The  Forgotten  Virtue 


The  great  Old  Testament 
prophet,  Micah,  asked,  "What 
does  the  Lord  require  of  man?" 

Then  he  answers,  "To  love 
mercy,  do  justly,  and  walk 
humbly  with  thy  God." 

Humility  is  a  forgotten  virtue.  It 
has  long  ago  been  placed  on  the 
shelf  with  other  useless  antique 
items.  Our  age  is  not  marked  Dy 

humility.  „  Regardless  of  what  great  but  I  did  not  know  it. 
sector  of  society  you  examine.  This  man  had  been  an  out- 
we  tend  to  place  those  people  standing  football  player,  had 
on  the  pedestal  who  have  the  set  all  kinds  or  collegiate  quirk  injury.  Ma' 
least  humility.  Whether  they  be  records,  and  had  played  profes- 
athletes  or  politicians,  preacners  sional  football.  He  was  a  leg- 
or  performers,  we  seem  to  ele-  end,  but  I  didn't  know  it.  When 
vate  and  exhalt  those  who  have  I  met  him,  visited  and  talked 
an  edge,  an  air,  even  an  arro-  with  him,  I  just  knew  that  he 
gance  about  them.  was  a  nice  guy.  Not  once  did  he 

There  was  a  time  when  a  pro-  ever  tell  me  how  great  he  was! 
fessionql  baseball  player  could  Sometime  later,  others  began  to 
hit  a  gramL-slam  homerun,  win  relate  the  stories  of  the  legend  I 
the  game,  come  back  to  the  had  met  —  that  he  was  a  great 
dugout,  and  not  even  so  much  running  back.  He  was  so  fast 
as  tip  his  hat  in  acknowledge-  and  so  elusive  they  nicknamed 
ment  of  the  great  feat.  Now  a  him  "The  Galloping  Ghost." 
fellow  can  knock  down  a  passed  Though  I  would  have  been 


your  rights,  demanding  your 
will,  then  you  are  going  to  expe¬ 
rience  frequent  pain.  Not  only 
will  you  hurt,  you  will  probably 
spend  a  great  deal  of  time  ana¬ 
lyzing  your  hurts  -  "Who  done 
We  have  all  known  and  read  it?"  *How?"  "Why?"  "What 
of  gifted  athletes  whose  careers  can  I  do  to  make  sure  that  they 
were  ended  because  of  some  don't  do  it  again?" 

If  we  really  want  to  see, 
understand,  and  follow  humili¬ 
ty,  then  we  must  look  to  the 
perfect  example  of  Jesus,  "Who, 
being  in  the  form  of  God, 
thought  it  not  robbery  to  be 
equal  with  God,  but  took  upon 
God  has  enabled  us  him  the  form  of  a  servant  and 
mility,  true  humility,  became  obedient  unto  death, 
i  unchanging  aware-  even  the  death  on  the  cross." 
vhat  we  have  and  Amazingly,  because  of  his 
eserved.  humility,  even  when  Jesus  was 

inhurt.  No  wonder  dying  he  was  hurt,  not  just  by 
s  are  in  the  shape  us,  but  more  importantly,  for  us. 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


a  viewers  to  get  out  of  their  seats 

and  join  in. 

FamilyNet  will  partner  with 
nationally  known  producer  Bill 
Young  in  bringing  the  program 
to  commercial  television  as  well. 

The  version  of  the  show  pro¬ 
duced  for  FamilyNet  audi¬ 
ences,  however,  will  have  an 
explicitly  biblical  ending. 

The  Cassie  Bemall  project  is 
another  unique  opportunity  for 
NAMB,  one  which  opens  the 
possibility  for  the  agency  to 
produce  for  the  first  time  a  fea¬ 
ture-length  movie  for  theatrical 
or  television  release. 

NAMB  reached  a  final  ver¬ 
bal  agreement  with  Brad  and 
Misty  Bemall  late  the  previous 
evening  for  an  option  to 
Retton  acquire  all  motion  picture  and 

had  endorsed  24  new  chaplains  television  rights  to  tneir  daugh- 
and  pastoral  counselors,  and  ter  Cassie's  story  —  described 
renewed  endorsements  for  63  in  Misty  Berriall's  popular 
others.  book,"She  Said  Yes." 

The  Mary  Lou  Retton  televi-  Cassie  Bemall  was  one  of  13 
sion  show'  —  titled  "Marv  victims  in  the  April  20,  1999, 
Lou's  Flip  Flop  Shop"  —  will  shooting  at  Columbine  High 
combine  the  fresh  educational  School  in  Littleton,  Colo.  Reports 
concept  of  "creative  move-  of  her  answer  of  "Yes"  when 
menr  for  preschool  children  asked  by  her  killer  if  she  believed 
with  positive  Christian  values.  in  God  quickly  became  one  of  die 
Retton  will  be  joined  in  her  most  powerful  stories  surround- 
imaginative  "Flip  Flop  Shop"  ing  the  shootings, 
by  a  cast  of  costumed  charac-  Misty  Bemall 's  book  focuses 
ters,  each  with  unique  charac-  on  Cassie's  dramatic  transfor- 
teristics  that  reinforce  particu-  mation  in  the  years  and  months 
laYvalues.  before  the  shooting.  It  describes 

Also  part  of  the  team  will  be  how  God's  grace  and  "tough 
a  group  of  children  who  will  love"  led  Cassie  to  Christ  from 
participate  in  the  activities  —  aTife  of  rebellion  and  involve- 
makine  it  easier  for  young  ment  in  the  occult. 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medical  Insurance 
or  Medicare  Supplement  Coverage?  If  yes,  Call  Today! 


□  Medicare  Supplement 
lender  age  65 
and  on  disability 


Agents,  GA's  and  MGA's  needed 


-mmmm 

Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 

Competitive  Pricing 

\ 

Southeastern  Bus  Co. 

Clinton.  MS 

All  Sizes 

1-800-423-9826 

Sales  and  Rentals 

1-601-924-1982 
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BMDF 
to  gather 
in  ]ackson 


The  twenty-fourth  annual 
national  meeting  of  the 
Baptist  Medical-Dental 
Fellowship  (BMDF)  will  be 
held  February  24-27  at  the 
Hilton  Hotel  in  Jackson. 
Among  the  speakers  will  be 
Mississippi  lieutenant  gover¬ 
nor  Amy  Tuck;  jerry  Rankin  of 
Richmond,  Va„  president  of 
the .  International  Mission 
Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention;  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board 
(MBCB)  executive  director- 
treasurer  Jim  Futral;  Brad 
Creed,  dean  of  Truett 
Seminary  at  Baylor  University 
in  Waco,  Texas;  Randall  Von 
Kane),  executive  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  Globa!  Outreach  in 
Tupelo;  James  D.  Waites  of 
Laurel,  president-elect  of  the 
Southern  Medical 

Association;  and  Carla  Street, 
chaplain  for  the  Mississippi 
Air  National  Guard  in 
Jackson.  L.  Graham  Smith, 
director  of  the  MBCB  church 
music  department,  will  direct 
the  music  program. 

For  more  information  on 
the  meeting,  call  the  Hilton 
Hotel  at  (601)  957-2800  and 
leave  a  message  for  Grace 
Atchley.  * 


R  \  r 
DAI 


Are  your  seniors  tired  of 
crawling  over  the 
HUMP9  The  solution  is 
a  15-passenger  van 
with  an  aisle,  raised  roof 
&  electric  step. " 

CM  TrTStaW  Vtan  A  Bus  Today!  1-M&33M622 
BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS' 
www.trt-statevantius.com 


William  Carey  College's 
Spring  Preview  Day  2000  will 
be  held  March  18  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus.  Preview 
Day  offers  high  school  and 
transfer  students  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  tour  the  campus  and 
dormitories,  meet  faculty, 
receive  scholarship  and  finan¬ 
cial  aid  information,  and  meet 
student  organization  represen¬ 
tatives.  Registration  will  begin 
in  the  Thomas  Business 
Building  at  9  a.m.  Panel  discus¬ 
sions  begin  at  9:30  a.m.;  faculty 
advisement  for  students  will 
begin  at  10:15  a.m.;  and  compli¬ 
mentary  lunch  at  12:15  p.m.  For 
more  information,  contact  the 
Admissions  Office  at  (800)  962- 
5991,  ext.  103  or  (601)  582-6103. 

Seventy-six  students  and 
faculty  members  from  38 
Mississippi  public  and  private 
universities  and  colleges 
received  special  recognition 
from  the  Mississippi 
Legislature  on  Feb.  15  during 
the  annual  Higher  Education 


Appreciation! 
Day /Working  for 
Academic  Excellence 
(HEADWAE)  pro¬ 
gram.  Among  those 
singled  out  for  this 
honor  were  John  T. 
Meadors,  associate 
professor  of  Christian 
studies  and  philoso¬ 
phy,  at  Mississippi 
College  (MC),  and 
Dade  Robertson 
Dowdle,  student  at 
MC.  Dowdle  is  the 
son  of  Jim  and  Sandra 
Dowdle  of  Columbus. 

The  work  of  artist 
William  Dunlap  is  on 
display  in  the  Samuel 
Marshall  Gore  Art 
Gallery  in  Aven  Hall 
on  the  Mississippi 
College  (MC)  cam¬ 
pus.  The  gallery 
hours  are  Monday 
through  Friday  from  8 
a.m.  until  2:30  p.m. 
The  exhibit  will  run 


r 


4  V 


To 


Tanner,  Brumfield,  and  Howard 


Feb.  15-March  15. 
Dunlap,  a  native  of 
Mississippi,  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  MC.  For  more 
information,  call 
Kenneth  Quinn  at 
(601)925-3451. 

Judith  Ann 

Howard,  HOSTS 
(Help  One  Student  To 
Succeed)  Facilitator 
tanding);  LaShontay 
Brumfield,  William 
Carey  College  student 
volunteer  (middle); 
and  Jakaara  Tanner, 
Lillie  Burney  student; 
participate  in  a  sched¬ 
uled  reading  program 
located  on  site  at  the 
school.  Students 
receive  one-on-one 
help  with  reading  com¬ 
prehension  and  vocab¬ 
ulary.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  about  Carey's 
involvement  with  the 
HOSTS  program,  call 
(601)  582-6192. 


Baptist  to  offer  caregivers'  seminars  in  March,  May 

.  .  »  *  «  m  a  a  • 


Baptist  Adult  Day  Health 
Services  has  announced  three 
upcoming  events  designed  to 
help  people  ministering  to 
those  caring  for  their  elderly  or 
dependent  loved  ones  who 
require  constant  care. 

On  Saturday,  March  25, 
Caring  for  a  Loved  One  is 
scheduled  from  9  a.m.-noon. 
Speakers 
include 
Holland  M. 

Addison  of 
Baptist's 
Meaical  Staff, 
a  representa¬ 
tive  from 

Pfizer,  Inc. 
pharmaceuti¬ 
cal  corpora-  Mumbower 
tion,  and 

Marty  Harper  with  Baptist's 
Pastoral  Care  Department.  The 
program  will  be  held  at  Baptist 
Adult  Day  Health  Services  — 
Northtown,  6250  Old  Canton 
Road,  Jackson. 

In  May,  two  programs  enti¬ 
tled  Helping  the  Overwhelmed 
Caregiver  are  planned  for  pas¬ 
tors  and  churcn  staff  members. 


The  first 


is  scheduled 
2,  from  11 


Addison 


. 


rst  program  i 
for  Tuesday,  May 
a.m.-l  p.m.  at 
Baptist  Adult 
Day  Health 
Services  — 

Trace  Pointe, 

503  E.  North- 
side  Drive, 

Clinton. 

A  second 
program  is 
scheduled  for 
Thursday, 

May  4,  at  Baptist  Adult  Day 
Health  Services  —  Northtown, 
6250  Old  Canton  Road,  Jackson. 

Speakers  will  be  Ron 
Mumbower  and  Charles 
Boudreaux,  | 
members  of 
the  counseling 
staff  of  First 
Church, 

Jackson.  Mum¬ 
bower  holds 
degrees  from 
Southwestern 
Seminary,  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  "d 
and  Okla¬ 
homa  Baptist 


Boudreaux  holds  degrees  from 
New  Orleans  Seminary  and 
Mississippi  College. 

"There  are  so  many  families 
out  there  in  a  crisis  situation  who 
need  support,"  said  Dixie 
Myrick,  Administrator  of  Baptist 
Adult  Day  Health  Services  - 
Northtown.  "Caregivers,  pastors, 
and  staff  members  can  benefit 


from  what  they'll  leam  during 
these  sessions,  as  well  as  finding 
out  what  community  resources 
are  available  to  help  mem." 

Participants  may  attend 
either  seminar.  There  is  no 
charge,  and  lunch  will  be  pro¬ 
vided.  To  register,  or  to  obtain 
more  information,  call  (800) 
948-6262. 


Boudreaux 

University. 


Exciting  Career  in 
-  Christian  Retail  Management 

Excellent  salary  and  benefits  package  available.  Relocation  will 
be  required  to  one  of  over  80  book  stores.  Qualifications  include: 
four  year  college  degree  or  comparable  business  management 
|experience,  outstanding  leadership,  computer  skills,  strong  vision  for 
the  future  and  active  role  in  a  Southern  Baptist  church.  Send  resume  to: 
Manager  Training  Search 
127  19th  Avenue,  North,  MSN  121 
Nashville,  TN  37234-0121 
or  fax  to  615/251-5017 
Email:  HRDcpt@lifeway.com 

Baptist  Book  Stores 
Lifeway  Christian  Stores 

owned  and  operated  by  Life  Way  Christian  Resources  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 


Here’s  a  New  D.Min. 
in  Expository  Preaching 
that  fits  your  ministry  schedule! 

The  School  of  Theology  at  The  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  now  offers  a  Doctor  of 
Ministry  degree  in  Expository  Preaching  with  these  features: 


Focused:  Four  foundational 
seminars  relate  to  preaching, 
theology,  Old  Testament,  and 

tin 

New  Testament. 

Practical:  Eight  sermons  are 
videotaped  and  critiqued  by 

Vf 

faculty. 

James  Merritt 


Jerry  Vines 


of  on-campus  time  during  the 
three-year  degree  program. 

Ralavant:  Seminars  taught  by 
Southern’s  outstanding  full-time 
faculty,  as  well  as  experienced 
pastors  such  as  James  Merritt, 

Jerry  Vines,  and  Alisatir  Begg. 

Affordable:  The  cost  is 
reasonable,  and  a  convenient 
payment  plan  is  also  available. 

Join  us  in  this  challenging  new  program.  Applications  are 
now  being  accepted  for  the  June  2000  class. 


Hershael  York 


Danny  Akin 


The  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary 

2825  Islington  Road  •  IxNiisville,  Kentucky  40280 
I  800  728-7044  •  Visit  us  on  thr  wrb:  www.sbls.edu 


The  Baptist  Record 


February  24,  2000 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what 


February  24,  2000  HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Office  of  Communication. 


Session  1  Whatever  It  Takes . . 

To  Be  Like  You,  Lord 


‘RnnuaC  Missions  CefeSration 


‘Emmanuel  ‘Baptist  Church,  Grenada 
‘March  17  -  18,  2000 


Life  is  not  made  up  of 
the  things  we  own. 

Luke  12:15 

2  great  dates  for 
OLDER  CHILDREN’S 
KEIREA1S  2000 

(completed  grades  +6) 


Thursday  1:30  p.m.  -  Saturday  noon  . 
Sponsored  by  the 
Sunday  School  Department 
For  info  call  us  at  1-800-748-1651  or 
(601)968-3800 

> 


July  20-22 

Gulf  shore 
Baptist  Assembly 
Pass  Christian 
Cost:  $78 


July  6-8 
Central  Hills 
Baptist  Retreat 
Kosciusko 
Cost*  $80 


Christian 

Performing 

Arts 

Festival 


with  Church 
Recreation  and  Youth 
Leader  Conferences 


A.VA 

Church  Organists  and  Pianists 

March  10-11,  2000 
FBC,  Clinton 

From  1  p.m.  on  the  10th  until  1  p.m.  on  the  11th 

Purpose:  to  provide  skill  development  in  service  playing  and 
accompanying  for  church  organists  and  pianists 
who  serve  as  worship  leaders. 


Special  Guests 

Organ 

Ron  Boud 

Professor  of  Music  and  Organist 


Don  Phillips 
Minister  of  Music 
FBC,  Franklin,  Ky. 


Union  University,  Jackson,  Tenn.  FBC,  Franjklin,  Ky. 

These  gentlemen  are  composers  and  arrangers  of  church  music 
for  organists  and  pianists.  Their  music  will  be  available  for  purchase. 

Put  this  workshop  on  your  “to  do"  list  for  2000. 

If  you  have  questions,  call  the  Church  Music  Department 
at  1-800-748-1651  or  601-292-3272,  or  fax  us  at  601-968-3928. 


%  WonorcL  Colony  proudly  presents 


Butterflies  Of  free  and  so 


at*  ui§: 


Sf  tL  So  - 

ieti  us  free, 
we  are 
free  indeed 

^olin  8:36 


l)ou  are  cordially  invi  ted 
to  flutter  over  to 
(^amp  (jaraywa  to  attend  the 


^UsLssippi  fjaptlAi 
Oecretariei  Conference 


10-/1,  2000 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the 
Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries  Department,  MBCB 
1-800-748-1651  or  601-968-3800 


C/^njrrrrvj  i  rm 


5:00  p.m.  Dinner  for  parents  of 

missionaries  and  members  of 
the  state  WMU  Executive  Board 

6:1 5  p.m.  Session  2  Whatever  It  Takes . . . 

To  Be  Strong  In  the  Lord 

Saturday 

7:30  a.m.  Former  Executive  Board 

Members  Breakfast 

9:15  a.m.  Session  3  Whatever  It  Takes . . . 

To  Take  the  Stand 

PARADE  OF  MISSIONS  ORGANIZATIONS: 

All  Mission  Friends,  GAs,  andActeens 
members  are  invited  to  participate 

Noon  Lunch  for  program  participants 

and  missionaries  (retired  and 
state  side  assigned) 

WMU  lor  more  Into:  968-3800  or  1-800-748-1651. 


Mississippi  Baptist  Camps 
2000  Summer  Staff  Recruiting  Schedule 


Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat 

Royal  Ambassador/Challenger 
Summer  Camp 

Central  Hills  begins  its  summer  program 
with  lifeguard  training  for  a  select  group  on 
May  22.  Staff  Orientation  will  be  from  May  28 
-  June  2.  Camp  sessions  begin  June  12.  There 
will  be  six  weeks  of  Resident  Camp  for  boys 
entering  grades  4-12.  There  will  be  two 
Lad/Dad  Weekend  Camps.  Each  week  begins 
on  Sunday  evening  and  concludes  on  Friday 
or  Saturday  afternoon. 

Available  positions  include  counselor, 
operations  worker,  and  activity  instructor. 
Activity  instructor  positions  are:  horseback 
riding,  archery,  riflery,  handicrafts,  camp  craft 
skills,  swimming,  canoeing  and  a  low-ele¬ 
ments  adventure/challenge  ropes  course. 


Camp  Garaywa 

Girls  Missions  Camp 


What  a  wonderful  opportunity  for  college 
age  females  with  a  heart  for  missions  and 
working  with  children  and  youth. 

Camp  Garaywa  begins  its  summer  camp¬ 
ing  program  on  May  30  and  ends  on  July  29. 
This  includes  the  staff  orientation  and  eight 
weeks  of  missions  camping  for  4th  -  6th 
grade  girls  and  one  week  for  7th  -  12th  grade 
girls. 

Female  cabin  leaders  are  responsible  for 
a  cabin  of  girts  each  week.  They  plan  and  par¬ 
ticipate  in  Bible  studies,  cabin  devotions, 
recreation,  worship,  campfires,  special  events, 
music,  drama,  etc. 


Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 

Senior  Adult,  Single,  Youth, 
Music,  Family 

and  Adult  Leadership  Conferences 
The  assembly  begins  its  summer  pro¬ 
gram  May  13,  and  continues  until  August  15. 

Available  positions  include  food  services 
Red  Cross  trained  lifeguards,  housekeeping, 
registration  and  office,  first  aid,  and  grounds 
and  maintenance\ 

The  assembly  provides  an  interesting 
program  of  activities  for  the  staff;  and  they 
have  the  opportunity  for  service  as  well  as 
personal  spiritual  growth  and  development. 


Date 


College  Campus 


Time 


CO  ^ 

•  03  «♦— 

©  03  3 

O  C5  CD 


Thursday,  Feb.  24 

Northeast  Miss.  Community  College,  BSU 
Miss.  University  For  Women,  BSU  Center 

10:00  a.m.  - 1:00  p.m. 
3:30  -  5:30  p.m. 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Monday,  Feb.  28 

Hinds  Community  College,  BSU  Carder 

10:00  a.m.-1 :00  p.m. 

X 

X 

X 

Miss.  College,  Rogers  Student  Center 

1:30-6:00  p.m. 

X 

X 

Tuesday,  Feb.  29 

Co-Lin  Community  College,  BSU  Center 

10:00  a.m.-12:30  p.m. 

X 

X 

East  Central  Community  College,  BSU 

2:30-4:30  p.m. 

X 

X 

Wednesday,  Mar.  1 

Meridian  Community  College,  Meridian  Hall , 

t  10:00  a.m.-1;00p.m. 

X 

X 

4  Jones  County  Junior  College,  BSU 

2:00-4:30  p.m. 

X 

X 

Thursday,  Mar.  2 

William  Carey  College,  Crawford  Hall  BSU 

10:00  a.m.-12:30  p.m. 

X 

X 

X 

University  of  Southern  Miss.,  BSU  Center 

1:00-4:00  p.m. 

X 

X 

X 

m i no 4  e 

ffOO«lBS08yy  M8T*  ID 

Co-Un  Community  College,  BSU  Center 

9:00-10:30  a.m. 

X 

Miss.  College  BSU  Center 

3:00-6:00  p.m. 

X 

Thursday,  Mar.  23 

Pearl  River  Community  College,  BSU 

1 1 :00  a.m.-2:00  p.m. 

X 

Teaekm  Contention 

Date:  April  14-15,2000 

Time:  Friday.  6:30-8:30  p.m. 
Saturday,  9  a.m.-noon 

dchebule: 


Friday: 

6:30-7:00  p.m. 
7:00-8:30  p.m. 


Saturday: 

9:00-10:15  am 

10:15-10:45  am. 
10:45-noon 


General  Session 
Age  group,  SS  Directors  and 
pastor/  staff  sessions.  Age 
group  sessions  include 
preschool,  children,  youth, 
young  adult  (1 8-24),  middle 
adult  (25-54)  and  senior 
adult  (55  and  up) 

Age  group,  SS  Directors  and 
pastor/staff  sessions 
Break 

Age  group,  SS  Directors  and 
pastor/staff  sessions 


For  more  information,  call  the  State  Sunday 
School  Department. 
1-800-748-1651  or  (601)  968-3800 


Gulfshore  Youth  Weeks 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  Pass  Christian  -  May  29  -  June  23,  2000 


Gulfshore  Youth  Weeks  are  a  4-1/2  day  camp 
experience  designed  to  give  youth,  who  have  com¬ 
pleted  grades  7  through  12,  opportunities  for 
authentic  worship,  Bible  Study  and  life  application. 


The  worship  experiences  will  point  youth  to  God 
while  creating  genuine  Christian  community.  Youth 
are  encouraged  to  start  and  build  relationships  with 
God  and  others  through  family  group  and  recreation 


CAMP  DATE 


May  29  -  June  2 


June  2-6 


June  6-10 


June  10  - 14 


June  15  - 19 


June  19-23 


CAMP  PASTOR 


Gary  Permenter,  Columbus 
Greg  Wamock,  FBC,  Brookhaven 
Jon  Daniel,  Monticello  BC 
Michael  Kelly,  FBC,  Booneville 
Don  Gann,  Wynndale  BC,  Terry 
Ken  Hester,  FBC,  Pontotoc 


CAMP  MUSICIANS 


Praise  Band 


Praise  Band 


Praise  Band 


Praise  Band 


Praise  Band 


Praise  Band 


times.  They  are  also  equipped  with  vital  tools  need¬ 
ed  to  make  a  difference  for  Christ  in  their  churches, 
schools  and  communities. 

Reservations  are  taken  on  a  first  come,  first 
served  basis.  Registration  for  Mississippi 
churches  begins  March  1 ,  2000.  Out-of-state 
churches  can  register  beginning  April  15, 
2000.  Program  fees,  meals  and  accommo¬ 
dations  total  just  $138  per  camper. 


For  more  information: 

Gulfshore  Youth  Weeks  program  informa¬ 
tion,  faculty  information  and  applications  - 
Mark  Lott  1-800-748-1651  or  601-292-3295. 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly  reservations  - 
Frank  Simmons  228-452-7261 


2000  State  Bible  Drills 

4/3  Senatobia,  FBC  2:30-4:30  p.m. 

Gulfport,  FBC  2:30-4:30  p.m. 

' "  V.  ■  ->"%  T',,  .  ■ 

4/4  Greenwood,  FBC  2:30-4:30  p.m. 

Brookhaven,  FBC  2:30-430  p.m. 

4/6  Tupelo,  FBC  2:30-4:30  p.m. 

(Churches  outside  Lee,  Pontotoc. 

Itawamba,  Union  and  Tishomingo  Assoc.) 

Tupelo,  Calvary  BC  2:3<M:30p.m. 
(Churches  inside  lee,  Pontotoc,  Itawamba, 

Union  and  Tishomingo  Assoc.) 

ATT  Starkville,  FBC  2:30-4:30  p.m. 
(Churches  outside  Golden  Triangle  and 
Winston  Assoc.) 

Starkville,  Calvary  BC  2:30-4:30  p.m. 
(Churches  inside  Golden  Triangle  and 
Winston  Assoc.) 

4/8  Clinton,  FBC  9:30-11:30  a.m. 
Clinton,  FBC  ,1-3  p.m. 

(Churches  inside  Metro,  Rankin  A 
Warren  Assoc.) 

Brandon,  FBC  1-3  p.m. 

(Churches  outside  Metro.  Rankin  A 
Warren  Assoc.) 

4/10  Meridian,  2:30-4:30  p.m. 

Poplar  Spgs.  Dr.  BC 
Petal,  Petal-Harvey  BC  2:30-4:30  p.m. 

4/1 1  Laurel,  FBC  2:30-4:30  p.m. 

•  • 1  ••  !  j 

2000  Selection  Tournaments 

4/15  Alta  Woods  BC 

Youth  Speakers  10  a.m. 

Youth  Jr.  High  1  p.m. 

Scholarship  2  p.m. 

The  Children's  and  Youth  Church  Paks 
have  been  mailed  to  the  churches  and  the 
associations.  If  you  have  not  received 
yours,  please  contact  the  Discipleship  and 
Family  Ministry  Department  at  1-800-748-1651 
or  1-601-968-3800. 


Marriage 

Conferences 

e  Marriage  Enrichment 

April  28-29 

Ridgecrest  Baptist  Church,  Madison 
Ron  Mumbower,  Family  Counselor 
FBC,  Jackson 

Call  601-853-1090  for  more  information. 

e  Toward  a  Growing  Marriage 

September  22-23 

Gary  Chapman 

author  of  Five  Love  Languages 
First  Baptist  Church,  Gulfport 
Call  228-863-8501  for  more  information. 


Family  Week  at  Gulfshore 


Conferences: 

•  Team  Kids  (preschool  and  children) 

•  Mini-Centrifuge  -  Harvey  Ellis,  MBCB 

Ronney  Joe  Webb,  Laurel 

•  Couples  -  led  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Chuck  Kelley 
president.  New  Orleans  Baptist  Seminary 

•Single-Parenting  -  led  by  James  Haynes 

Biloxi 

•  Power  of  Faith  -  led  by  Bill  Causey 

Clinton 

Register  after  March  1  -  Deposit:  $40  per  person 
or  $80  per  family 

Call  1-228-452-7261  to  make  reservations. 

Contact  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department 

John  Yates,  Clinton  f°r  more  mfo:  96S  }m  i-mom-msi. 


July  3-7 

“Families  Finding  Faith” 


Spring  Family 
Life  Conferences 

Thursday,  March  2 

Mt.  Moriah  Baptist  Church,  Brookhavdn 

Single  Adults  -  Steve  Bublitz,  Hattiesburg 
Senior  Adults  -  Horace  Kerr,  Brandon 
Youth  -  Scott  Wilson,  Vicksburg 
Marriage  -  Dot  Day,  Hazlehurst 
(Sponsored  by  Lincoln  Association  and  MBCB;  for  more 
info  call  601-833-8111) 

Monday,  March  27 

Spring  Hill  Baptist  Church,  Oakland 
Single  Adults  -  Glenn  Shows,  MBCB 
Parenting  -  Ron  Mumbower,  FBC,  Jackson 
(Sponsored  by  North  Central  Association  and  MBCB;  for 
more  info  call  662-226-5071) 

Thursday,  April  20 

Rocky  Creek  Baptist  Church,  Lucedale 
Single  Adults  -  Glenn  Shows,  MBCB 
Senior  Adults  -Ken  Hopkin,  Temple  Baptist 
Church,  Hattiesburg 
Parenting  -  Don  Hicks,  MBCB 
Marriage  -  Carl  Dickerson,  Hattiesburg 
(Sponsored  by  Greene  Association  and  MBCB;  for  more 
info  call  601-947-4981) 

Contact  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department 

for  more  information:  968-3800  or  1-800-748-1651. 


Saturday,  February  26 


Neshoba  Association^  Center,  Philadelphia 
(Directions/motels  -  call  601-656-1820) 
8:30  a.m.  - 11:30  a.m.,  Cost  $5  at  the  door 

8:30  Registration 

9:00  Rally  with  music,  games, 

challenge  message  by 
Wayne  Pinkerton,  guitarist 
and  minister  of  singles/adm., 

FBC,  Greenville 
10:00  Refreshments 
1 10:30  Conferences  * 

Self-Esteem 

Wayne  Pinkerton 
Hugs,  Tugs  and  Giggles 

Jan  Halford,  Education/Singles, 
Calvary  Baptist  Church.Jackson 
Single  Parenting 

Dot  Day,  Family/Marriage 
counselor,  Hazlehurst 

Contact  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department  tor  more 
information:  968-3800  or  1-800-748-1651. 


Conference 

June  10 

Family  Soccer  Clinic 

and  other  events 
Village,  Starkville 

State  University,  Golden  Triangle  Association,  and  MBCB) 


Contact  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department 
for  more  information:  968-3800  or  1-800-748-1651. 


ont. 


Iscipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department 
information:  968-3800  or  1-800-748-1651. 


PURPOSE 


IU1EN: 


[oa,...  February  25-March  9,  2000 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  3904  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1 -800-787-PRAY 


For:  (1)  State  Youth  Four  Part 
Festival,  Woodland  Hills  BC, 
(ackson  (Church  Music),  (2) 
Pray  that  the  Word  will  take 
deep  root  in  the  hearts  of  the 
Karamajong  people  in  Uganda. 


For:  (1 )  People  on  Mission 
Celebration,  FBC,  Clinton 
(Witness  Team),  (2)  Pray  for 
President  Bakiti  Muluzi  of 
Malawi. 


' The  man  Who  mobilizes  the  church  to  pray  Will  make  the 
bluest  contribution  to  Worth  evangelism  in  history. 

-  ^ KnhreW  SMurray 


Pray  for  a  Djimini  chief  of 
Cote  D'Ivoire  who  has  given 
his  life  to  Christ.  His  fellow 
villagers  follow  a  world  reli¬ 
gion.  As  a  result  of  his  conver¬ 
sion,  his  wife  has  filed  for 
divorce.  Pray  that  his  wife  and 
others  wilt  be  moved  by  the 
power  of  Cod's  love. 


Pray  for  ISC  worker  Lin  Pinter 
who  is  doing  Bible  "storying" 
in  Kabiye  of  Togo  and  Benin. 

A  man  approached  Lin  and 
said,  ‘I  am  a  fetisher  (one  who 
makes  sacrifices  to  appease  the 
spirits),  but  now  I  have  decid¬ 
ed  to  follow  this  Cod  that  you 
are  teaching  about." 


For:  (1)  Leader  Lab  for 
Ministers  of  Education,  Eagle 
Ridge  Conf.  Center,  Raymond 
(Sunday  School),  (2)  Pray  that 
hundred  of  Christian  teachers 
will  volunteer  to  teach  English 
in  China  next  summer  since 
this  is  also  a  good  way  to  share 
Christ. 


Pray  for  a  work  permit  to  be 
issued  for  missionary  Tracy 
Avery  in  South  Africa.  Tracy's 
permit  renewal  was  denied  in 
August  of  1999  and  has  been 
in  an  appeal  process  since. 
Tracy  is  in  a  key  role  as  trea¬ 
surer  for  a  large  number  of 
missionaries  in  South  Africa. 


The  Pacaya  Volcano  1 8  miles 
south  of  Guatemala  City  erupt¬ 
ed  |an.  16.  No  human  casual¬ 
ties  have  been  reported  but 
several  villages  have  been 
evacuated.  There  will  be  a 
good  bit  of  crop  loss  and  prop¬ 
erty  damage.  Pray  for  those 
affected. 


Pray  for  the  school  of  nursing 
at  Bangalore  Baptist  hospital  in 
India.  They  have  received 
accreditation,  but  for  four 
years,  they  have  not  been  able 
to  get  state  government  per¬ 
mission  to  have  the  school 
which  affects  registration  of 
their  upcoming  graduates. 


For:  (1 )  Mississippi  Acteens 
Convention,  William  Carey 
College  (WMU),  (2)  B.J. 
Hallmark,  a  church  planter  pas- 
tori  ng  Crossroads  Memorial 
Church  in  Great  Fails,  Mont, 
has  shingles.  Pray  for  the 
church  which  voted  to  build 
and  has  land  but  needs  finances. 


Week  of  Prayer  for  North 
American  Missions  (WMU 
Emphasis).  Pray  for  our  home 
missionaries  daily.  As  you 
pray,  consider  what  you  will 
give  to  the  Annie  Armstrong 
E aster  Offering.  Our  gifts  help 
them  to  continue  their  work 
throughout  North  America. 


For:  (1)  Baptist  Building  staff 
Planning  Week  (6-10),  (2)  Give 
thanks  that  God's  Word  con¬ 
tinues  to  reach  those  previous¬ 
ly  unreached  in  Algeria.  New 
praise,  prayer  and  Bible  study 
groups  continue  to  be  started 
among  the  Kabyle  Berbers  peo¬ 
ple  group. 


On  |an.  28,  missionaries  Larry 
and  Terry  Singletary  were 
forced  to  take  refuge  in  their 
home  in  Moroto,  Uganda,  as  a 
battle  of  Karamajong  sub¬ 
tribes  took  place  in  their  front 
yard.  Pray  for  the  Singletary 
family  and  for  the  salvation  of 
the  Karamajong  people. 


Pray  for  the  new  work  that  has 
been  started  in  several  places 
in  the  province  where  the 
Chuabo  people  of 
Mozambique  live.  Pray  that 
strong  leaders  wilt  come  out  of 
these  congregations. 


Patty  Lane  of  Dallas,  Texas,  is 
a  church  planter  strategist. 
She  works  as  a  consultant  for 
the  Baptist  General 
Convention  of  Texas.  She  is 
working  with  different  cul¬ 
tures.  Pray  for  American 
Indian  work,  which  is  begin¬ 
ning  in  Amarillo.  ' 


Take  a  moment  to  send  a  card  to  encourage 
the  children  of  our  missionaries! 

03-89  MISS  ALICIA  RACEY  |  JXd&bau-- 

CasiUa  50-D,  Temuco,  CHILE 

Parents:  Michael  <$  Annette,  General  Evangelism 

04-83  MISS  JENNIFER  JOHNSTON 

Caixa  Postal  2053  Jockey.  64.049-970  Teresina,  PI,  BRAZIL  /  l  W  .  aL  J  ^ 
Parents:  Vincent  A  Sharon,  Conference/Encampment  J  k  y  J 

9-91  MR.  JOHN  CURTIS  V  AW 

B. P.  130.  Tenkodogo,  BURKINA  FASO  ▼ 

Parents:  Clifton  A  Cathy,  Agriculture 

15-81  MR.  JOEL  GLAZE 

Mississippi  College,  Box  5944,  Clinton,  MS  39058  11  ■ 

Parents:  David  A  Gloria ,  Media  Promotion,  SERVE  IN  WESTERNS.  AMERICA 

15-81  MR.  SETH  GLAZE 

Mississippi  College,  Box  5377,  Clinton,  MS  39058 

Parents:  David  A  Gloria,  Media  Promotion,  SERVE  IN  WESTERN  S.  AMERICA 

17-80  MR.  JACOB  WALLACE 

William  Carey  College,  Box  704, 498  Tuscan  Avenue,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39401-5499 

Parents:  Karl  A  Peggy.  Mission  Administration,  SERVE  IN  THE  CARIBBEAN  BASIN 

19-80  MISS  BETHANY  PEVEY 

Delta  State  University,  Cleveland,  MS  38732 

Parents:  Frank,  Jr.  A  Jerry  Anne,  Mission  Administration,  SERVE  IN  EASTERN  AFRICA 

21-82  MR.  JOEL  COLLINS 

9707  SW  57th  Street,  Cooper  City,  FL  33328 

Parents:  Charles  A  Suzanne,  Business  Management,  SERVE  IN  THE  CARIBBEAN  BASIN 

24-83  MR.  JUSTIN  MARTIN 

C. C.  637, 5500  Mendoza,  ARGENTINA 
Parents:  Asbury,  Jr.  A  Hope,  General  Evanglism 

24-90  MISS  KIMBERLY  CARLTON 
P  O  Box  1559,  Gaborone,  BOTSWANA 
Parents:  David  A  Pamela,  Theological  Education  by  Exten. 

28- 87  MISS  REBEKAH  RAY 
2204  North  10th,  Monroe,  LA  71201 

Parents:  Mike  A  Linda,  Religious  Education,  SERVE  IN  CENTRAL  A  EASTERN  EUROPE 

29- 93  MR.  CHRISTOPHER  CARLTON 
PO  Box  1559,  Gaborone,  BOTSWANA 

Parents:  David  A  Pamela,  Theological  Education  by  Exten. 


The  Witnessing  Through  Media  Awards  have  been  created  to 
recognize  radio  and  video  productions  which  demonstrate 
excellence  in  message  design  and  production  in  helping  to  bring 
Mississippi  and  the  world  to  Jesus. 

May  5-6,  2000 — Awards  Banquet  on  Friday,  May  5,  7-9  p.m. 

Workshops  on  Saturday,  May  6,  8  a.m.-3:15  p.m. 

Ridgecrest  Baptist  Church,  7469  Old  Canton  Road,  Madison 


Entries  must  be  in  the  office  of  Broadcast  Services  at  the  Baptist  Building 
no  later  than  March  15.  2000.  4:4 5  p.m.  Contact  Broadcast  Services  for 
more  info:  908-3800  or  I -800-748- 1 65 1 


ENTRY  FORM 

The  following  InformaUon  must  be  included  with  all  entries: 


Entry  Title _ 

Category  Marne  _ 

Division  I  or  II _ Original  Rur 

Mame  of  Entrant  (LAB,  Church,  etc.) 

Contact  Person _ 

Address  _ 

Office  phone _ _ 


Position 


Home  phone  _ _ 

SHOULD  YOU  WIM...give  exact  name  of  organization  as  you  want  it  to  appear  on  award: 


Description  of  Production  Process:  format,  type  of  equipment,  personnel  (volunteers  or 
paid),  preparation,  editing  (in-house  or  outside),  location,  etc.  Include  name  of  production 
company  if  applicable,  and  percent  of  professional  personnel  and  volunteers  used  in  produc 


I  CERTIFY  THAT  THE  WORK  SUBMITTED  IM  THIS  EMTRY  IS  MY  PERSOMAL  WORK  OR  WAS 
DOME  UMDER  MY  DIRECT  SUPERVISION. 

Signature: _ _ _ _ 

ENTRIES  SHOULD  BE  MAILED  TO: 

Farrell  Blankenship.  WTM  Entry,  515  Mississippi  Street,  Jackson,  MS  39201-1702 


Armstrong,  Aldridge,  and  Norman 

Derma  Church,  Derma,  her  is  fter  husband  W.  Levon 


licensed  Kenneth  Armstrong 
(above,  left)  and  Jay  Norman 
(right)  to  the  ministry. 

Pictured  witn 

Armstrong  and 

Norman  is  Chris 
Aldridge,  pastor. 


Moore.  Barry  C.  Corbett  is 
pastor. 


Pauline  Moore 

(right)  was  recognized 
in  the  morning  wor¬ 
ship  service  on  Feb.  6 
for  25  years  as  organist 
at  First  Church, 
Kosciusko.  Following 
the  evening  service  she 
was  honored  with  a 
reception  in  the  church 
parlor.  Pictured  with 


The  Moores 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  60  cents  per  word,  $6  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertis¬ 
ing.  Include  name,  address,  rip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads. 

ONLY  WHITTEN  ADS  ACCEPTED.,  j 


MIN  OF  MUSIC  new  to  Jackson  seeks 
work.  FT/PT/supply/revivals.  Eight 
years  experience.  Excellent  refer¬ 
ences.  Call  601-206-1163. _ 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS  Featuring  6 
to  15  passenger  vans,  customized  and 
panel  vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates. 
Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jackson  (601)- 

948-3391.  Since  1965. _ 

CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used. 
Baptistries,  steeples,  &  stained 
glass,  MS  &  ALA.  1-800-830-0583. 
PASSION  PLAY  in  Germany  this  year. 
First  class  tours  available.  Contact 
Rev.  Chuck  Moody  in  Louisville,  MS. 

662-773-6048  or  662-773-3693. _ 

NORTH  MONROE  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  is  seeking  minister  of 
music.  Send  resume  to  Joe  Lane,  109 
Susan  Drive,  West  Monroe,  LA  71291 . 
Fax  318-322-2718;  home  318-396- 

8467;  or  318-325-0601. _ ___ 

PART-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER 
NEEDED  Prefer  someone  beginning 
seminary  this  summer  or  fall.  Hillcrest 
Baptist  Church,  Franklinton,  La. 

Phone  504-839-4703. _ 

WANTED:  MISSIONARY-MINDED 

COUPLE  to  serve  the  Lord  in  a  home 
caring  for  children  needing  a  place  to 
live.  This  evangelical  organization 
has  been  meeting  the  physical,  emo¬ 
tional,  and  spiritual  needs  of  children 
for  103  years.  Not  a  behavior  modifi¬ 
cation  facility.  Competitive  salary  and 
other  compensations  which  include 
housing,  food,  insurance,  and  retire¬ 
ment.  Call  Mr.  Taylor  at  Palmer  Home 
for  Children  601-328-5216. 

SEEKING  FULL  TIME  PASTOR. 
Seasonal  San  Juan  Mt.  community. 
First  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  519, 
Lake  City,  CO  81235. 


February  24, 2000  - 


MONROE,  LA  -  North  Monroe 
Baptist  Church  -  seeking  minister  to 
adults.  Send  resumes  to  Judy 
Matkins,  186  Woodland  Rd., 
Monroe,  La  71203;  Fax  318-323- 
4116;  e-mail:  matkins@bayou.com; 

phone  31 8-322-3284 . _ _ „ 

CUSTOM  STAINED  CLASS  windows 
for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 

Glassworks,  Inc.  1-800-605-2970. _ 

RESUMES  ARE  BEING  SOUGHT 
from  those  who  desire  to  be  consid¬ 
ered  as  Director  of  Missions  for  the 
Madison  Baptist  Association  in 
Huntsville,  Alabama.  82  churches 
with  48,000  members.  Send  resumes 
to  Dr.  Walter  G.  Nunn,  Chairman  of 
Search  Committee,  1007  Speake 
Road,  Huntsville,  AL  35816. 

Deadline  is  March  15. _ 

ATTN  CHURCHES:  used  Bibles  in 
any  condition  are  needed  by  church¬ 
es  and  missionaries  overseas. 
Contact  Share  The  Word,  P.O.  Box 

166,  Pachuta,  MS  39347. _ 

BRANSON,  MO  CONDO  sleeps 
six.  Stay  3  nights,  4th  free  or  5 
nights,  2  free.  Free  coffee,  tea,  and 
cocoa.  $100.00  daily.  Register  for 
free  return  trip.  Call  early  for  reser¬ 
vations  J>62-746-4632 . 

ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  OF 
MUSIC/WORSHIP  &  Church 
Ministries,  Fort  Johnson  Baptist 
Church,  Charleston,  S.C.  We  are  a 
growing  church  -  74%  attendance 
increase  since  1993.  Three  seeker 
sensitive  worship  services:  two  con¬ 
temporary  and  one  more  traditional. 
We've  adapted  the  purpose-driven 
model  as  our  overall  ministry  philos- 
phy.  E-mail  resumes  to 

kwbf  jbc@msn  .com . 


THE  New 


First  Church, 
Maben,  recently 
recognized  Nick 
Lewis  (right)  for  36 
years  or  perfect 
attendance  in 
Sunday  School. 
While  in  the  hospi¬ 
tal  in  1972,  he  was 
able  to  maintain 
his  attendance 
record  with  his 
teacher  having 
Sunday  School  in 
his  hospital  room. 
Pictured  with 
Lewis  is  Andrew 
G.  Pittman,  pastor. 

Liberty  Church, 
Newton,  recently 
ordained  Ray 
Boutwell  as  dea¬ 
con.  J.  B.  Costilow 
is  pastor. 


Miller  Eichelberger  Jr.  was 
licensed  to  preach  at  Calvaiy 
Church  in  Petal  on  Feb.  13. 
David  Shofner  is  pastor. 

Gary  Wayne  Garrison,  son 

of  A.  R.  Garrison,  pastor  of 
Belmont  Road  Churcn,  Sardis, 
was  licensed  to  the  ministry  at 
the  church,  Sunday,  Feb.  13.  He 


Pittman  and  Lewis 

also  preached  on  that 
Sunday.  Garrison  is 
available  for  supply 
preaching,  for  devo¬ 
tions,  and  helping  with 
youth  programs.  He  can 
be  contacted  at  (601) 
487-2956. 

Military  Church, 
Sumrall,  held 
deacon  ordi¬ 
nation  for 
Micah  Miller 

on  Nov.  21.  _ 

Miller  (right) 
was  ordained 
by  Mike  Aultman, 
tor  (left). 


Aultman  and  Miller 


Faith 
Benton, 


Church, 

Tippah 


Association, 


ordained 


Scott 


Hardy  and  Dowdy 


ardy  to  the  min¬ 
istry  on  Feb.  6. 
Hardy  is  youth  min- 
ter  at  Faith  Church 
and  a  student  at  Blue 
Mountain  College. 
Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Hardy  and  W.  G. 
Dowdy,  pastor. 


Lottie  Moon 
goal  exceeded 

First  Church,  Terry,  exceed¬ 
ed  its  goal  of  $12,000  for  the 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering  to  support  interna¬ 
tional  missions  by  giving  a 
final  total  of  $12,018.33.  John 
H.  Pace  Jr.,  is  pastor. 


MS  Positions  Available 


CHURCH  PIANIST  NEEDED  for 

Wednesdays  and  Sundays.  Duties 
include  playing  for  worship  services, 
prayer  meeting,  and  choir  rehearsals. 
For  more  information,  please  call 
Susan  at  Paul  Truitt  Memorial  Baptist 
Church,  Pearl  at  (601 )  939-2975. 
PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC 
Send  resume  to:  Music  .  Search 
Committee,  c/o  Eastwood  Baptist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  466,  Indianola,  MS 
38751.  Call  601-887-4404. 

PART-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  AND 
full-time  Youth  Director  needed  at  Trinity 
Baptist  Church  of  Rankin  county.  Please 
contact  Rev.  Kenny  Goff  at  601-939- 
6622  for  more  information  if  interested. 


-The  Baptist  Record 


Just  for  the  Record 


Sautofrestem 

nvires  you  to 


April  6-8 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 


An  innovative  conference  for  all  youth  workers 
nd  leaders  offering  training,  new  ideas,  inspira 
tion,  and  fellowship  with  other  youth  leaders. 


Featured  speakers: 

Greg  Matte, 
vfs  Richard  Ross, 

Len  Taylor, 

Johnny  Derouen, 

Allen  Jackson, 

And  many  others! 


new  this  year 


■allenging  time  Registration; Ji40/ 

singles  or  &jy(^uples 
if  you  registerfey  March 

one  leadership  skills,  and  27.  Call  register: 

xperience  God  during  ;  (817)  923-7921,  ext. 

ntimate  times  of  worship.  I  8888 . 

Siraiibias  Itamfiroxaciu.  Sesmt 

VTTT  TOCCH  THE  VtttRU)  Imr\ct  Bternitt  W 

www.swbts.edu 


Pleasant  Ridge  Church,  University  and  Southwestern  First  Church,  Lumberton,  Pine  Grove  Church, 

Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  In  has  called  Norman  Robinson  Quitman,  has  called  William 
1999,  he  completed  his  doctorate  Jr.  as  pastor.  His  previous  place  Dale  Eakes  as  pastor  effective 
of  ministry  atSamford  University  of  service  was  DeSoto  Church,  Feb.  15.  Eakes  attended  William 
in  Birmingham,  Ala.  A  reception  Clarke  Association.  Robinson  Carey  College  and  is  presently 
for  Arinder  and  his  family  will  be  received  his  training  at  attending  the  Clinton,  Miss., 
held  Feb.  27  from  2:304  p.m.  in  Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort  branch  of  New  Orleans 
the  family  life  center.  Worth,  Texas. 


County  ■  ?£ 
Association,  V 
has  called  yakST  ’V  :.| 

Don  Wilson 

as  pastor.  ■’ Vf  § 

Wilson  ■  |  | 

moved  to  I  MbJ  J  1 

Pleasant  t: 

Ridge  Church 

from  Cherry  Wilson 

Creek 

Church,  Pontotoc  Association. 


Seminary. 


Clyde  C.  Bryan,  former  pastor,  dies 


Revival  date 


Tuscumbia,  Booneville: 

March  4-6;  Ronnie  Owens, 
Tazwell,  Tenn.,  evangelist; 
lason  Pilcher,  pastor. 


Arinder 


The  children  at  the  Church  at  Brook  Hills, 
Childcare  Center  of  First  Birmingham,  Ala.,  and  Allen 
Church,  Terry,  recently  raised  Harris,  music.  North  Oxford 
$1,690  during  their  annual  Church,  Oxford;  and  March  27, 
"Trike-a-Thon  to  support  the  Dean  Register,  message.  Temple 
ministry  and  work  of  St.  Jude's  Church,  Hattiesburg,  and 
Cancer  Hospital.  John  H.  Pace  Randy  Cuchens,  music.  First 
Jr.,  is  pastor.  Church,  Newton. 

Right  to  Life  of  Jackson  The  Martins  will  be  in  con- 
Spring  Banauet  will  be  held  at  cert  at  Broadmoor  Church, 
Colonial  Heights  Church,  Madison,  on  March  17  at  7:30 
Jackson,  on  March  6.  p.m.  Call  the  Worship  Ministry 
Fellowship  will  begin  at  6:30  Office  at  (601)  8984932  for  tick- 
p.m.,  and  the  program  at  7  p.m.  et  information. 

The  guest  speaker  will  be  Frank 

Pavone,  national  director.  Cedar  Grove  Church,  Marion 
Priests  for  Life.  For  cost  of  tick-  County,  will  celebrate  the  com¬ 
ets  and  further  information,  call  pletion  of  their  sanctuary  remod- 
(601 )  956-8636.  eling  on  March  5  at  11  a.m. 

Magnificent  Mondays  will  The  Church  Organ  Group 
be  held  in  March  at  Magnolia  and  Ridgecrest  Church, 
Church,  Laurel.  March  6,  Jim  Madison,  will  present  Thomas 
Futral,  message,  executive  direc-  Hazleton  in  concert  at 
tor-treasurer,  Mississippi  Baptist  Ridgecrest  Church,  Feb.  27  at  3 
Convention  Board  (MBCB);  and  p.m.  The  Thomas  Hazleton 
Graham  Smith,  music,  church  Workshop  will  also  be  held  at 
music  director,  MBCB;  March  Ridgecrest  Church  on  Feb.  26, 
13;  Stan  Buckley,  message,  beginning  at  9  a.m.  For  more 
Clarke  Venable  Church,  information  concerning  the 
Decatur,  and  Larry  Black,  music,  concert  and  workshop,  contact 
First  Church,  Jackson;  March  20,  Patsy  Simpson  at  (601)  956- 
Rick  Ousley,  message,  The  9047  or  toll  free  (800)  783-3056. 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 

328  Southgate  Court,  Brentwood,  TN  37027 

Call  Todaj^^  (800)  370-6180 

I  Hi!  • 

I  Jif  *  LifeWay  Discount 

1  JSl  *  15  passenger  vans 

*  We  buy  used  buses 

JtflEBrW  V  ‘'USSf  m  www.carpenterbus  com 


NO  DOWN  PAYMENT  - 100%  FINANCING 
EXPERT  WORK  •  BIG  SAVINGS 

•  ROOM  ADDITIONS  ^  5*  ^ 

•  SUNROOM 

•BATH-DEN  1  •*  TUU 

•  KITCHEN 

•  CARPORT  DISCOUNT  WAC 

CALL  1-888-373-0054 
PAV-less  Home  Improvements 


Since  1953 


Available  in  20’  to  37’  models 

(12  to  47  passengers.  New  A  Used) 


The  Baptist  Record 


February  24,  2000 


We’re  serious 
about  the  Word 


most  dangerous  drug  on  earth.  Editor: 

The  U.  S.  Department  of  I  read  with  interest  your  arti- 
Public  Health  and  Human  cle  dated  January  13,  "NAMB 
Services  stated  that  in  1996  official  cautions  churches  to  be 
alone,  drunk  drivers  injured  wary."  I  attended  a  Cursillo 
more  than  one  million  people,  weekend  in  February  1986. 
In  that  same  year,  17,126  people  Cursillo  brought  much  joy  to 
lost  their  lives  in  alcohol-relat-  my  faith!  Cursillo  has  continued 
ed  traffic  accidents.  to  be  a  great  factor  in  my  per- 

The  National  Association  sonal  spiritual  walk  with  Christ. 
For  Children  of  Alcoholics  indi-  Cursillo  is  a  Christ-centered 
cates  that  alcoholj§.  a  key  factor  retreat.  Each  day  begins  and 
in  68%  of  manslaughters  and  ends  in  the  chapel.  Tnere  is  a 
54%  of  murders.  daily  observance  of  Holy 

Alcohol  claims  life  after  life  Communion /Last  Supper, 

and  I  agree  with  you,  we  as  par-  Pilgrims  are  treated  "first  class." 
ents  and  grandparents  should  They  are  treated  as  the  guests  at 
set  the  example.  It  is  a  tragedy  the  banquet  table.  The  pilgrims 
to  call  ourselves  Christians  and  hear  15  talks  on  Dasic 
drink.  Christianity  during  the  retreat. 

Mrs.  Juarez  Johnson  Sr.  Some  talks  are  given  by  lay  per- 

Jackson  sons  and  some  talks  are  given  by 

ministers  (there  are  always  two 
or  three  ministers  on  each  staff.) 
WITNESS  TO  EMMAUS  Cursillo  is  a  gift  that  you 

give  to  yourself.  I  urge  you  to 
Editor:  attend  a  Cursillo  or  similar 

It  is  with  great  sadness  that  I  retreat  and  re-evaluate  from 
read  recent  articles  concerning  your  own  personal  experience. 
Ties  Dias  which  contained  refer-  Susan  Ingram 

ences  to  the  Emmaus  and  Jackson 

Chrysalis  programs  run  by  the 
Methodist  Church.  While  I  can¬ 
not  testify  to  the  Ties  Dias  pro-  GOODYEAR  MOVING 
gram,  I  can  testify  to  the  Emmaus 
program.  Unlike  the  writer  of  the  Editor: 

articles,  who  can  only  report  Goodyear  Church,  Picayune, 
what  he  has  heard,  I  have  partici-  has  sold  the  building  at  500 
pated  in  the  Emmaus  (adult).  North  Beech  Street,  where  the 
Crossroads  (college  age),  and  church  has  worshipped  since 
Chrysalis  (youth  who  have  com-  1951.  This  was  a  three-year  plus 
pleted  ninth  grade)  programs.  venture  in  decisions  and  long 
I  can  witness  to  the  courage  of  discussions;  the  final  vote  to  sell 
some  of  the  local  youth  who  and  relocate  was  95%  positive, 
came  back  from  that  Chrysalis  The  church  had  purchased 
program.  These  youth  were  so  10.16  acres  of  prime  property 
convicted  to  be  a  witness  on  their  two-and-a-half  *years  prior  to 
school  campus  that  they  decided  the  final  sale.  This  was  agreed 
to  pray  before  school  every  on  by  a  large  majority  and 
morning.  This  group  has  grown  when  the  land  was  located,  the 
to  about  60  youth.  Not  only  that,  cost  was  $100,000.  The  church 
but  because  of  the  courage  of  this  paid  it  off  in  seven  months, 
group,  a  similar  group  is  forming  Our  new  address  is  2710  Hwy 
m  the  junior  him.  Tne  students  43  South  Picayune,  MS  39466. 
who  ride  school  buses  and  could  All  mail  to  Goodyear  Church 
not  get  to  school  early  enough  to  should  have  the  new  address, 
meet  with  the  others  started  their  We  will  be  building  a  complete 
own  prayer  group.  new  campus.  The  building 

In  closing,  let  me  say  that  should  be  begun  in  three  to  six 
Emmaus  is  not  for  everyone.  As  weeks.  It  will  take  approximate- 
with  all  things,  pray  and  ask  ly  18  months  to  complete  the 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  lead  you  in  all  entire  structure.  We  are  currently 
decisions,  but  do  not  put  down  meeting  in  the  National  Guard 
a  program  just  because  it  is  not  Armory  for  our  services. 
Southern  Baptist.  Arlis  F.  Grice,  pastor 

Vic  Scott  Goodyear  Church,  Picayune 

Roxie 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 


INTERESTING  EDITORIAL 

PRAY  FOR  TEENS 

Editor: 

Your  editorial  on  "Where's  Editor: 
the  money?"  (Feb.  10  issue.  As  I  read  the  "Facing  up  to  a 
regarding  the  money  state  gov-  difficult  moral  issue"  editorial 
ernment  gets  from  legalized  in  the  Feb.  3  issue,  I  was 
gambling)  was  very  interesting  reminded  to  pray  for  our 
to  me,  especially  since  only  a  teenagers.  The  pressures  on 
short  time  ago  a  letter  to  the  edi-  them  to  drink  with  the  crowd 
tor  to  the  Laurel  Leader  Call  by  are  getting  worse  daily, 
me  was  printed.  Needless  to  say  Sidney  Cohen,  researcher  and 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists  '  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


THANKS  FOR  AUTO 
Editor: 

I  am  writing  to  express  my 
family's  gratitude  for  the  min¬ 
istry  of  the  Macedonian  Call 
Foundation  of  Mississippi. 
Without  a  service  like  this,  mis¬ 
sionaries  on  furlough  would  be 
forced  to  buy  a  car  and  then  try  to 
sell  it  before  returning  to  the  field. 
Most  of  the  time  this  involves  a 
significant  financial  loss  for  die 
missionary.  So  a  big  "Thanks!" 
and  "God  Bless  You!"  to  the 
Mississippi  Baptists  who  are  vol¬ 
unteering  their  time,  energy,  and 
resources  to  serve  missionaries 
through  Macedonian  Call. 

Stanley  Clark 

IMB  missionary  -  Argentina 


Michael’s  Watch 

.  But  even  the  orchoiujet 

,  -^v  MichaeC  when  fa  Was 

;  }  \\  dupunmi  u  nth  the  del  it 


The  Boyce  College  offers 
the  B.A.,  B.S.  and  A.A.  degrees 
to  God-called  men  and  women 
with  these  dlstinctlves: 

•  Confessional.  Committed  to  historic 
Baptist  convictions 

•  Focused.  Provides  classical  biblical 
and  theological  studies 

•  Relevant.  Addresses  worldview 
issues  of  the  21st  century 

•  Practical.  Dedicated  to  local  church 
ministiy,  evangelism,  and  biblical 
preaching  and  teaching 


him,  hut  said,  "The Lord rehufje you.  ’  - 

Michael’s  Watch  is  a  support 
group  whose  sole  purpose  and 


mission  is  to  offer  emotional,  mental, 
and  spiritual  support  for  those  whose 


lives  have  been  affected  by  family 
members  or  loved  ones  involved  in 
the  homosexual  lifestyle 
Michael’s  Watch  Group  meets  the 
2nd  and  4th  Sunday  each  month  at 
First  Baptist  Church  in  Louisville. 


Mississippi  from  3:00  -  4:30  p.m. 
Additional  information  may  be 
obtained  by  calling  First  Baptist 


James  r.  noyce  college  oj  we  nwi 

a  school  of  The  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
2825  Lexington  Road  •  Louisville,  Kentucky  40280 
1  800  728-7044  ♦  Visit  us  on  Ax  wtb:  www.sbts.edu 
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Conference  centers  revitalization  approved 


opportunity,  but  one  which  will 
require  significant  facilities 
upgrades  ana  new  development, 
the  report  indicated.  Research 
showed  60%  of  adults  interviewed 
want  standard  lodging  and  ameni¬ 
ties  equivalent  to  hotels  such  as 
Hampton  Inns;  35%  want  econo¬ 
my  housing  offered  by  Motel  6 
and  others;  and  5%  want  premium 
accommodations.  Arrington  said 
the  best  of  current  conference  cen¬ 
ter  lodging  is  equivalent  to  econo¬ 
my  commercial  housing. 

Among  requirements  cited  for 
serving  adult  conferences  with 
quality  are  multiple  medium-sized 
conference  rooms,  many  small 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  The 
direction  and  concepts  outlined  in 
a  15-year  revitalization  plan  for 
Glorieta  (N.M.)  and  Ridgecrest 
(N.C.)  conference  centers  have 
been  approved  by  trustees  of 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

In  their  semiannual  meeting  at 
the  agency's  Nashville,  Term., 
headquarters  Feb.  7-8,  trustees 
received  a  report  citing  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  facilities,  the  ministry  of 
the  conference  centers,  and  pro¬ 
jections  for  the  future  based  on 
independent  market  research. 

Among  facts  about  the  physi- 


Jesus  Christ 


\  ,-)f\  jufiditiun  tin1  unli’is  wnv  ■foV*  ^  ‘  t  '* '-V  ’  ,A  4  “  T  1  *; 

observations  that  uinvnl  <.§§ndi- ij,  ^ 

tions  do  not  represent  the  quality 

and  standards  needed  to  serve  TRUSTEE  LEADERS  I  . 

minister  effectively.  No  new  senior  pastor  of  West  Lonsdale  Church,  Knoxville,  Tenn 

.  .  ■'i  I  I _ • _ _ £  m. _ _ _  I  CUrir*!-»r*  Dnrrvi  irroi 

accommodahons  have  been  con¬ 
structed  at  either  conference  cen¬ 
ter  in  27  years,  the  report  contin¬ 
ued,  ana  deferred  maintenance  - -  „ 

has  left  deteriorated  facilities  and  of  the  trustee  executive  committee.  They  are 
less  than  suitable  environments.  T  .  . 

Mike  Arrington,  vice  president  — - 

of  LifeWay's  corporate  affairs  division,  said  provide  $73  million  toward  the 
revitalization  of  the  centers  is  a  key  "next  $84.7  million  cost  through  the  15 
step  in  LifeWay's  total  ministry  as  we  As  conference  center  faci 
move  into  the  21st  century."  upgraded,  Arrington  said  attei 

The  strategic  plan  calls  for  incremental  will  be  given  to  strengthening 
site  development  with  review  of  results  ming  ana  marketing  of  events. 

?rior  to  subsequent  steps  of  development.  Ridgecrest,  begun  in  1907,  an< 

he  first  step  would  be  $8.5  million  in  con-  started  in  1952,  served  more  th 
struction  at  Ridgecrest  in  2000-2001,  fol-  persons  in  LifeWay's  1998-99  f 
lowed  by  a  $7.8  million  project  at  Glorieta  Thousands  of  spiritual  decisions 
in  2001-2002.  Requests  for  funding  will  be  reported  at  each  location  throe 
presented  to  trustees  for  review  and  bud-  years,  including  professions  of  fa 
get  approval  prior  to  each  step.  ications,  commitments  to  full-tim 

Arlington  said  a  10-year  fund-raising  vocations,  and  other  life  decision 
plan  projected  by  LifeWay's  capital  Market  research  identified  laigi 
resource  development  department  would  adult  conferences  as  the  greate 


(Requests  the  Honor, 
of  ^our  (Presence  L 
in  Heaven! 


y  . lay . ‘ W"  *** .  break  out  room6*  -.tab  < >t  tin-  n t 

audiovisual  and  communications 
TRUSTEE  LEADERS  —  Bruce  Robinson  (second  from  right),  equipment,  exhibit  space,  banquet 

_ _  _ _ _ . . .  i.,  was  elect-  space  and  varied  food  options, 

ed  chaVrman  of  trustees  of  LifeWay  Christian  Resources  on  Feb.  7.  indoor/outdoor  recreation,  airport 
Phil  Neighbors  (right),  pastor  of  Valley  Church,  Bakersfield,  Calif.,  access,  on-site  transportation  for 
was  elected  secretary.  Ben  Rowell  (second  from  left),  pastor  of  First  handicapped  persons,  and  com- 
Church,  Rogers,  Ark.,  was  re-elected  vice-chairman  and  chairman  mercial  quality  lodging.  He 

v,,  i..v-  . . . . . ; _  _ i  pictured  with  LifeWay  emphasized  that  youth  conferenc- 

President  James  T.  Draper  jr.  (left).  (BP  photo  by  Morris  Abernathy)  ing  will  continue  to  be  provided. 

-  Arrington  said  a  master  site 

plan  to  be  developed  will  identify  needed 
new  facilities,  refurbishing  some  existing 
facilities  to  meet  "economy*  needs,  removal 
of  some  structures  and  conference  space 
provided  from  a  combination  of  remodeled 
existing  space,  and  new  space  for  optimum 
configuration  of  room  sizes  and  types. 

The  master  plan  will  be  presented  to 
trustees  for  consideration  at  their 
September  meeting. 

Trustees  also  approved  a  3.5%  rate 
increase  for  conference  centers  from  Oct.  1, 
2002  through  Sept.  30,  2003.  The  projection 
of  future  rates  allows  the  Conference  cen¬ 
ters  to  work  in  advance  with  meeting  plan¬ 
ners  on  future  events. 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  1  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Helping  people7  LifeWay  ministry,  president  says 


James  T.  Draper  Jr.  told  the 
agency's  trustees  Feb.  7 

"At  LifeWay,  our  ministry  is 
helping  people  in  a  real  and 
legitimate  way,"  he  continued. 
In  reporting  to  trustees  during 
their  semiannual  meeting. 
Draper  offered  examples  of  bib¬ 
lical  solutions  LifeWay  is  pro¬ 
viding  today: 

♦  Electronic  resources  —  He 
cited  the  LifeWay  online  fil¬ 
tered  Internet  service  that  "pro¬ 
vides  access  to  the  many  good 
things  on  the  Internet  wnile  fil¬ 
tering  out  pornography,  vio¬ 
lence,  sexual  exploitation,  and 
other  areas  that  should  never 
be  brought  into  our  homes." 

♦  Conference  centers  — 
"With  the  pace  of  change  contin¬ 
uing  to  increase,  the  need  has 
never  been  greater  for  places 
where  people  can  get  away  from 
their  busy  lives  to  grow  closer  to 
God,"  Draper  said.  "It's  a  min¬ 
istry  we  have  to  have." 

♦  Sunday  School  for  a  New 
Century  —  Draper  said 
Southern  Baptist  churches  have 
received  preview  packs  about 
the  new  Bible  study  materials, 


lower,  Ph  D. 
Counseling 
rh,  Jackson 


While  the  advice  you  gave  the  entire  body  is  affected  (Rom:  his  coaches.  Locate  a  young 
parent  of  the  10  year  old  oed-wet-  12:4-5;  1  Cor.  12:12-2 7).  You  college  student  with  a  heart 
ter  was  okay,  I'd  like  to  share  wha{  are  definitely  blessed.  Just  for  ministry  who  would  possi- 
my  parents  did  when  I  began  wet-  think:  your  parents  were  will-  bly  work  with  your  son  to  help 
ting  the  bed  as  an  older  child,  ing  to  change  their  sleep  him  develop  not  only  his  ath- 
They  set  their  alarm  for  four  habits  to  help  their  child  letic  ability,  but  a  heart  for 
hours  after  l  went  to  sleep,  woke  develop  discipline.  Oh,  for  Christ  at  the  same  time.  Focus 
me,  tola  me  to  go  to  the  bathroom,  more  examples  like  them!  on  your  son's  strengths.  What 

and  sent  me  back  to  bed.  They  did  does  he  do  well?  Keep  looking 

this  for  about  two  and  one-half  My  teenager  is  a  terrible  ath-  until  you  come  upon  some- 
weeks.  After  that  I  ivoke  up  on  my  lete  who  is  ridiculed  by  his  team-  thing  at  which  he  excels,  espe- 
own.  Please  pass  this  along.  mates.  Likewise  he’s  not  strong  dally  traits  that  our  world 

academically,  so  we're  facing  the  does  not  hold  up  as  "valuable" 
One  great  concept  behind  "f  can't  do  anything 4  attitude,  but  which  please  our 
your  story  is  how  the  whole  How  should  we  deal  with  this?  Heavenly  Father.  This  is  a 
family  was  involved  in  solv-  great  opportunity  to  teach 

ing  this  problem.  What  a  testi-  Be  there  for  him,  and  listen,  your  son  that  while  life  is  not 
mony  of  Christian  love  —  if  Take  time  to  work  with  him  on  fair,  God  is  available  and  has  a 
one  part  of  the  body  hurts  the  his  athletic  abilities.  Talk  with  plan  for  him  (Jer  29:11). 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  LifeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief. 
Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  crisis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


February  24,  2000 


The  Baptist  Record 


Life  and  Work 

Restoration  to  faithfulness 

Revelation  3:1-5, 14-21 


By  Michael  Jones _ 

In  the  Bible  Exposition 
Commentary,  Warren  Wiersbee 
opens  his  discussion  on  this 
chapter  with  a  word  for  church¬ 
es  today.  He  states,  "...these 
messages  from  Christ  belong  to 
our  day  as  well  as  to  the  first 
century.  Churches  are  people, 
and  human  nature  has  not 
changed.  So  as  we  continue  our 
study,  we  must  not  look  on 
these  letters  as  ancient  relics. 
On  the  contrary,  they  are  mir¬ 
rors  in  which  we  see  ourselves." 

As  we  study  this  passage 
you  may  see  yourself  or  your 
church.  If  this  is  the  situation,  I 
would  like  to  encourage  you  to 


see  the  good  news 
behind  the  warnings 
Christ  gives  these 
two  churches.  The  Jones 

good  news  is  that 
lere  is  a  way  to  restoration 
with  our  Lord  and  Savior.  This 
restoration  involves  recogniz¬ 
ing  the  truth,.repenting,  ana  liv¬ 
ing  in  fellowship  with  Christ. 

Recognize  tne  truth  (w.  1, 
14-17).  These  two  churches, 
Sardis  and  Laodicea,  had  great 
reputations  and  thought  of 
themselves  as  great  churches. 
Sardis  had  the  reputation  of 
being  the  "alive"  church,  and 
Laodicea  had  the  reputation  of 
being  successful  and  wealthy. 
The  fact  of  the  matter  was  that 


Explore  the  Bible 

Be  on  guard 

Jude  3-4,  8, 10-13,  20-23 


By  Carl  M.  White  _ 

We  do  not  know  who  Jude 
is.  There  are  three  possibilities. 
One,  Judas  the  Apostle.  Second, 
an  early  leader  in  the  church  at 
Jerusalem  (Acts  15:22).  Finally, 
the  half  brother  of  Jesus  (Matt. 
13:55).  Many  Bible  scholars  pre¬ 
fer  choice  three,  though  there  is 
really  no  convincing  evidence 
one  way  or  the  other. 

Just  as  we  do  not  know  who 
Jude  is,  we  do  not  know  to 
whom  he  was  writing.  Some 
scholars  believe  this  letter  was 
written  to  the  same  group  of 
Christians  as  2  Peter  because 
the  problems  addressed  are  the 
same.  However,  it  is  just  as  like¬ 
ly  another  group  of  believers 
facing  a  similar  situation. 

Whoever  Jude  was,  and 


whoever  his  audience 
was,  this  short  letter  is 
one  of  the  inspired 
books  of  Scripture,  and  White 
its  message  is  as  rele¬ 
vant  today  as  it  was  then.  We, 
too,  must  "contend  earnestly 
for  the  faith." 

Contend  for  the  faith  (w.  3- 
4).  The  phrase  "the  faith,"  is  of 
course  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Jude  felt  inspired  by  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  encourage  this 
group  of  believers  to  hold  fast 
to  the  truth  of  the  Gospel  that 
has  been  set  and  is  not  subject 
to  change. 

This  is  what  is  meant  by  the 
phrase,  "once  for  all  delivered 
to  the  saints."  The  truth  of  the 
Gospel  was  revealed  in  the 
work  and  ministry  of  Christ, 
and  was  in  the  process  of  being 


God  knew  the  truth  about 
each  of  these  churches.  In 
fact,  Sardis  was  not 
"alive."  Christ  said  they 
were  "dead"  and  called 
them  to  "wake  up."  As 
for  Laodicea,  they  were 
not  rich  and  were  m  need 
of  much.  They  were  actu¬ 
ally,  "wretched,  pitiful, 
poor,  blind,  and  naked." 
God  knew  the  truth. 

God  also  knows  the  truth 
about  not  only  our  churches, 
but  our  lives  as  well.  We  need 
to  examine  our  lives  and  our 
churches  to  see  if  we  are 
deceiving  ourselves  just  as 
Sardis  and  Laodicea  were 
deceiving  themselves.  We  need 
to  ask  Christ  to  allow  us  to  see 
ourselves  as  he  sees  us.  In 
doing  this,  we  will  recognize 
the  truth,  which  is  the  first  step 
in  restoration. 

Repent  (w.  2-3, 18-19).  Both 
churches  were  asked  to  repent 


handed  down  through 
the  development  of  tne 
New  Testament.  It  is  not 
subject  to  new  inspira¬ 
tion.  There  will  not  De  a 
new  set  of  scriptures 
bought  down  from 
heaven  or  dug  up  from 
the  earth  on  gold  or  sil¬ 
ver  plates.  Revelation  is 
a  closed  affair,  not  an 
open  ended  one.  The 
Gospel  has  been  deliv¬ 
ered,  "once  for  all." 

Jude  makes  an  interesting 
observation  in  verse  four.  False 
teachers  have  "crept"  into  the 
fellowship,  people  marked 
long  before  hand  for  destruc¬ 
tion  by  God. 

Some  read  in  this  a  kind  of 
predestination  that  says  God 
nas  picked  people  to  be  con¬ 
demned,  even  to  be  false  teach¬ 
ers  who  mislead.  However,  it 
just  as  easily  means  that  while 
the  leaders  of  the  church  didn't 
notice  these  rascals  slipping 
into  the  fellowship,  Goa  did 
He  knows  everything,  and  he 
will  handle  it  in  the  appropriate 


for  their  ways.  Sardis  needed 
to  repent  for  their  complacency 
because  they  had  fallen  asleep, 
and  Laodicea  needed  to  repent 
for  their  authentic  ways.  If  they 
did  not  repent,  they  would  face 
the  Lord's  judgment.  This  judg¬ 
ment  was  out  of  love  with  the 
goal  of  bringing  them  back  to 
where  he  wanted  them  to  be. 

After  recognizing  the  truth 
about  ourselves  or  our 
church,  we  must  also  repent. 
We  must  turn  from  our  ways 
and  become  who  God  desires 
us  to  be. 

Live  in  fellowship  with 
Christ  (w.  4-5,  20-21).  Christ's 
desire  for  both  of  these  church¬ 
es  was  to  be  able  to  live  in  fel¬ 
lowship  with  them.  His  call  for 
repentance  is  also  his  call  to 
bring  the  churches  back  into 
fellowship  with  him.  This  was 
his  goal  and  desire. 

God  also  desires  us  to  live  in 
fellowship  with  him.  Once  we 


fashion  at  the  appropriate  time. 

Their  false  teaching  was  two 
fold.  It  concerned  the  way  they 
lived,  and  what  they  believed 
about  Jesus.  Their  lifestyle  is 
described  as  licentiousness, 
which  is  to  say,  anything  goes. 
Their  teaching  about  Jesus  was 
denial  of  his  exclusive  claim  to 
Lordship.  Still  today  many  cult 
groups  do  the  same,  excusing 
immoral  behavior  and  saying 
Jesus  is  not  the  only  way. 

Recognize  false  teachers  (w. 
8, 10-13).  Verses  five  through  19 

S've  a  detailed  description  of 
lse  teachers,  comparing  them 
to  angels  who  have  fallen.  A  key 
component  of  this  description  is 
in  verse  eight;  they  reject 
authority  ana  speak  against 
heavenly  leadership. 

The  writer  of  Hebrews 
instructs  believers  to  submit  to 
"those  who  have  rule  over  you, 
and  be  submissive,  for  they 
watch  out  for  your  souls." 
(Heb.  13:17)  What  a  contrast. 

Jude  wants  his  friends  to 
understand  that  these  false 
leaders  act  out  of  ignorance.  He 


have  repented,  this  is  what 
happens.  We  are  back  in  a  right 
relationship  with  him,  fellow¬ 
shipping  with  Christ.  As 
Christians  and  church  mem¬ 
bers,  we  can  help  our  churches 
to  be  restored  to  fellowship 
with  Christ.  Christ  commended 
a  "few"  in  Sardis  who  still  had 
fellowship  with  him.  When  we 
individually  live  in  fellowship 
with  Christ,  we  are  equipped  to 
help  our  churches  restore  its 
fellowship  with  Christ. 

Remember,  just  as  Wiersbee 
states,  "Churches  are  people 
and  human  nature  has  not 
changed,"  these  messages  are 
"mirrors  in  which  we  see  our¬ 
selves."  Do  you  see  yourself  or 
your  church  in  these  passages? 
If  so,  recognize  the  truth,  repent, 
and  enjoy  living  in  a  renewed 
fellowsnip  with  Christ. 

Jones  is  associate  pastor/youth 
minister  at  Monticello  Church, 
Monticello. 


also  points  out  that  in  their  arro¬ 
gance,  they  destroy  themselves. 

He  then  points  to  three  Old 
Testament  examples;  Cain, 
Balaam,  and  Korah. 

Cain  failed  to  honor  God  in 
worship.  Balaam  sold  out 
God's  people  for  money.  Korah 
led  a  rebellion  against  Moses 
and  the  earth  opened  up  and 
swallowed  him  in  fire.  Jude  is 
saying  just  as  God  took  care  of 
these  three  problems,  he  will 
take  care  of  these  false  teachers. 

Keep  yourself  in  God's  love 
(w.  20-23).  Jude's  final  advice 
is,  stay  in  love  with  Christ. 
There  is  not  much  in  this  life  we 
face  that  a  close  walk  with  the 
Lord  will  not  provide  the  need¬ 
ed  difference.  ♦ 

In  God's  love,  the  believer 
can  help  strengthen  the 
doubting,  present  the  lifesav¬ 
ing  Gospel  to  the  lost,  and 
even  show  mercy  to  the  one 
defiled  by  false  teaching  and 
wrong  living.  In  the  enck  love 
conquers  alL 

White  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Clinton. 
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Basis  of  Our  Authority 

Matthew  28:1-10, 16-20 

By  Lynn  Jones  saw  an  angel.  When 

the  angel  appeared. 

We  often  hear  firms  adver-  there  was  an  earth-  ^  p 
tised  as  being  the  "authorized  quake,  the  stone  rolled  Joi 
dealer"  for  a  certain  product.  If  away  from  the  door  of 
you  are  a  Christian,  you  are  an  the  tomb,  and  the  angel's  bril- 
’'authorized  dealer"  of  the  liant  appearance  shocked  the 
Gospel.  You  have  been  autho-  men  wno  had  been  sent  to 
rizea  to  represent  Jesus  Christ  guard  the  tomb, 
in  the  world  and  to  share  the  The  angel  told  the  women 
good  news  of  the  gospel  with  not  to  be  afraid.  He  told  them 
everyone.  that  Jesus  was  risen,  and  he 

Resurrection  (w.  1-7).  At  invited  them  to  see  the  place 
dawn  on  Sunday  morning,  where  Jesus  had  been.  He  then 
Mary  Magdalene  and  the  other  instructed  them  to  go  tell  Jesus' 
Mary  (the  mother  of  James,  disciples  that  he  had  risen  from 
Mark  16:1)  came  to  the  tomb  of  the  grave. 

Jesus.  According  to  Mark's  When  you  are  watching  a 
account,  they  came  to  anoint  ball  game,  there  usually  comes 
the  body  of  Jesus.  a  point  in  the  game  when  the 

When  the  women  arrived  at  outcome  has  been  decided.  At 
the  tomb,  they  did  not  see  the  that  point,  I  will  usually  say, 
body  of  Jesus.  Instead,  they  "Well,  that's  the  ball  game."  If 


Jones 


I  had  been  present 
when  Jesus  was  placed 
in  the  tomb,  I  probably 
would  have  said  that.  If 
so,  I  would  have  been 
dead  wrong.  The  cross 
and  the  sealed  tomb 
were  but  preludes  to  the 
display  of  the  greatest 
victory  of  all.  We  can 
s  thank  God  that  we  serve 
a  living  Lord. 

Revelation  (w.  8-10).  Good 
news  doesn't  walk.  It  runs!  As 
the  women  hurried  to  tell  the 
good  news  of  Jesus'  resurrec¬ 
tion,  the  resurrected  Lord  met 
them  on  the  way.  He  greeted 
them  and  told  them  not  to  be 
afraid. 

Jesus  told  the  women  to 
carry  a  message  to  his 
"brethren."  The  disciples  had 
forsaken  Jesus  and  had  fled 
from  his  trial  and  his  cross,  but 
he  still  called  them  "brethren." 
He  cared '  abd'ut  them  and 
wanted  them  to  know  of  his 
resurrection. 

Jesus  repeated  the  instruc¬ 


tions  given  to  the  women  earli¬ 
er  by  the  angel  (v.  7).  The  disci¬ 
ples  were  to  go  into  Galilee 
where  they  would  see  him.  The 
women  then  went  to  the  disci¬ 
ples  with  news  of  the  empty 
tomb,  the  brilliant  angel,  ana 
the  instruction  to  go  into 
Galilee.  They  went,  however, 
with  greater  news.  They  had 
seen  tne  risen  Lord. 

We  all  need  to  experience 
the  presence  of  Christ  in  our 
own  lives.  We  can  do  that  as 
we  renew  our  personal  devo¬ 
tional  lives.  A  soldier  in  a  bat¬ 
tle  zone  was  on  his  knees 
praying.  A  chaplain  saw  him, 
went  over  to  him,  and  said, 
"May  I  help  you?"  The  soldier 
responded,  "Thank  you,  sir, 
but  no,  I  am  being  helped."  As 
we  experience  the  living  Lord 
in  prayer,  we  can  know  the 
greatest  help  of  all. 

Commission  (w.  16-20).  In 
keeping  with  the  instructions 
given,  the  ■eleven  disciples 
went  northward  into  Galilee  to 
meet  Jesus.  When  Jesus 


appeared  to  them,  he  declared 
that  "all  power,"  or  "all  author¬ 
ity"  had  oeen  given  to  him  "in 
heaven  and  m  earth."  The 
authority  of  Jesus  knows  no 
bounds.  It  extends  throughout 
heaven  and  earth.  His  resurrec¬ 
tion  had  been  a  powerful  proof 
of  that  authority  and  power 
over  all  threats. 

On  the  basis  of  Jesus'  author¬ 
ity,  he  commissioned  his  disci¬ 
ples  to  carry  the  good  news  of 
the  Gospel  to  everyone  on 
earth.  He  not  only  gave  the 
commission,  but  he  also  gave 
the  assurance  that  he  would  go 
with  his  disciples  to  help  them 
carry  out  this  commission. 

It's  been  said  that  some  peo¬ 
ple  think  the  "great  commis¬ 
sion"  is  what  you  pay  your  real 
estate  agent.  Instead,  it  is  the 
commission  that  Christ  has 
given  us  to  share  the  Gospel 
with  our  world.  In  what  ways 
are  you  involved  in  carrying 
out  tne  "great  commission?" 

Jones  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Booneville. 
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YLYOE  YNV:  TWTQTF 
Clue:  Q=  V 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Mark  Four:  Forty-One. 
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Believer  hopes  war  will  bring  Chechens  to  Christ 


LARNACA,  Cyprus  (BP)  — 
Mosah  always  wanted  to  be  a 
good  father  and  husband.  All 
nis  life  he  dreamed  of  the  per¬ 
fect  family.  Growing  up  with  a 
father  who  regularly  Deat  his 
mother,  Mosah  longed  for  a 
more  stable  home. 

However,  drugs  were  get¬ 
ting  in  the  way.  An  addiction  to 
homemade  Russian  heroin 
made  Mosah  do  things  he 
never  would  have  done  other¬ 
wise.  Then,  just  like  his  father, 
Mosah  began  beating  his  wife. 

"I  always  believed  if  a  man 
beats  his  wife,  he  demonstrated 
his  own  weakness  and  so  did 
everyone  else  in  my  family," 
Mosah  said. 

Mosah's  wife  and  sister-in- 
law,  whose  husband  also 
abused  drugs,  didn't  know 
how  to  help  their  men.  They 
talked  to  a  neighbor,  who  was  a 
Russian  evangelical  Christian. 
She  told  them  about  Christ's 

Eower  to  heal  their  husbands' 
earts  and  change  their  drug- 
ravaged  lives. 

Wnen  Mosah  heard  what  the 
woman  had  told  his  wife,  he 
was  both  intrigued  and  sur- 

Erised.  "All  most  Chechens 
now  about  Christianity  is 


what  they  have  seen  in  the 
Russian  Orthodox  Church," 
Mosah  said.  "They  think  it  is  all 
about  the  sign^of  the  cross,  but 
few  have  heard  that  they  can 
have  a  relationship  with  God. 

When  he  went  personally  to 
talk  to  the  neighbor,  he  was 
amazed  by  how  she  spoke  of  a 
personal  relationship  with  God. 

"I  don't  remember  what  she 
was  saying,  but  1  was  listening 
very  carefully,"  Mosah  said.  "It 
was  like  a  light  went  on  in  my 
heart." 

Before  he  left,  die  lady  handed 
him  a  Gideon's  New  Testament 
in  Russian.  He  read  it  fervently. 
"Even  when  I  was  on  drugs,  I 
read  the  New  Testament.  I  could¬ 
n't  stop  reading,"  Mosah  said. 
"Finally  I  read  tne  whole  thing, 
including  the  Gospel  of  Matthew 
in  one  night." 

Then  he  found  the  Psalms  in 
the  back  of  that  tiny  New 
Testament.  As  he  flipped  to 
Psalm  6,  he  began  to  relate  to 
David.  Just  like  David  asked 
God  to  heal  him,  Mosah  asked 
God  to  heal  his  drug  addiction. 

"I  began  to  pray  to  Jesus  and 
that's  tne  day  I  repented," 
Mosah  said.  ' 

The  healing  didn't  happen 


overnight.  As  he  continued  to 
struggle  with  drugs,  his  mother 
and  rather  finally  disowned 
him.  For  a  Chechen,  whose  life 
is  built  around  his  family,  that 
was  the  ultimate  wake-up  call. 

"That  was  just  unbearable," 
Mosah  remembered.  "I  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  I  was  no 
longer  able  to  do  any  good  for 
thepeople  I  loved." 

Tnen  Mosah's  son  was  bom 
severely  disabled  and  everyone 
told  him  his  drug  abuse  had 
caused  his  son's  birth  defects. 

"That  was  the  last  straw," 
Mosah  said.  "I  thought,  'I 
should  just  kill  myself.'"  He 
stuck  a  rifle  barrel  in  his  mouth 
buHust  couldn't  pull  the  trigger. 

One  night,  he  stumbled 
home  drunk  and  found  several 
Christian  men  there  to  meet 
him.  Seeing  he  was  in  no  condi¬ 
tion  to  talk,  they  decided  to 
leave.  Mosah  stopped  them  at 
the  door  and  demanded  they 
pray  for  him. 

The  men  prayed  for  Mosah, 
and  invited  him  to  a  church  ser¬ 
vice  later  in  the  week.  For  the 
next  several  days,  he  had  no 
drugs  or  alcohol.  By  the  time  he 
went  to  the  service/he  was  weak 
from  withdrawal  symptoms. 


Church  members  circled 
Mosah,  laid  their  hands  on  him 
and  prayed.  "I  could  feel  their 
hands  burning  against  me," 
Mbsah  said.  "I  told  Jesus, 
'Unless  you  help  me,  I  won't 
live  until  tomorrow.'" 

Mosah's  13  years  of  drug 
addiction  were  over.  With  his 
new  commitment  to  Christ,  he 
felt  a  passion  to  share  his  faith 
with  nis  fellow  Chechens. 

"To  share  Christ  with* 
Chechens,  you  have  to  do  it  in  a 
Chechen  way,"  Mosah  said. 
"For  example,  when  I  am  talk¬ 
ing  to  Chechens  about  Christ,  I 
don't  tell  them  I  am  a  Christian; 
I  tell  them  I  am  a  follower  of 
Jesus.  When  they  hear  the  word 
Christian,  they  think  of 
Russians  and  the  Orthodox." 

Now  he  hopes  recent  turmoil 
in  his  homeland  might  make 
the  Chechen  people  more  likely 
to  turn  to  God.  '[The  Chechen 
people]  now  feel  that  God  is 
nurt  by  what  they  have  done," 
Mosah  said. 

"I  really  hope  Chechens  will 
seek  God  now." 

Mosah  is  a  pseudonym  used  to 
protect  the  identity  of  this 
Christian. 


Cost  of  following  Christ  high  in  Chechnya 


LARNACA,  Cyprus  (BP)  —  Alexis 
Sitnikov  had  already  been  kidnapped  twice 
and  his  ribs  had  been  broken.  He  had  a  clear 
shot  at  a  visa  to  the  US.,  thousands  of  miles 
from  those  tormenting  him  —  but  with  all 
its  dangers  and  faults,  Grozny,  Chechnya, 
was  stiff  home  and  he  could  never  leave  the 
Baptist  church  he  served  as  pastor. 


When  his  friend  Ivan  Ivanovich  encour-  Kulokov's  head  on  display  in  a  booth  at  the 
aged  him  to  leave,  Sitnikov  refused.  He  market  in  Grozny.  Since  then,  a  young  dea- 
w anted  to  stay  and  build  up  the  church  in  con  and  a  teenage  girl  have  been  kid- 
Grozny.  "I  will  stay  here  and  work  for  the  napped  from  the  crunch. 

Lord's  glory,"  Sitnikov  told  his  friend.  The  kidnappings  aren't  limited  to  evan- 

"He  is  a  very  committed  Christian,"  said  gelicals.  In  the  past  several  years,  a  handful 
Ivanovich,  one  of  the  Grozny  church's  of  Russian  Orthodox  priests  also  have  been 
leaders,  whose  job  is  similar  to  minister  of  kidnapped. 

missions  in  an  American  church.  Ivanovich  credits  most  of  the  problems 

In  October  1998,  Sitnikov  was  kid-  to  a  sense  of  lawlessness  in  the  republic, 
napped  again.  Now,  more  than  a  year  after  "It's  not  because  they  are  Chechens, 
his  abduction,  his  church  family  still  prays  These  criminals  are  coming  down  from  the 
for  him  regularly,  even  through  tne  mountains  and  causing  problems  with 
chances  of  nis  being  alive  seem  to  be  both  Chechens  and  Russians,"  Ivanovich 
diminishing.  said.  "Most  Chechens  aren't  like  this  and 

After  four  kidnappings  in  the  past  year,  don't  agree  with  what  they  are  doing." 
the  church  reacted  quicldy  in  August  when  Recently  more  barbarous  acts  have  been 
fighting  broke  out  between  Russia  and  revealed.  Anja  Hrykin,  a  13-year-old  girl 
Chechnya.  from  the  church,  was  found  by  Russian  sol- 

All  but  40  of  the  church's  100  members  diers  after  being  held  for  three  months  by 
evacuated  to  a  neighboring  city  in  another  Muslim  extremists  who  beat,  raped,  ana 
area  of  Russia's  North  Caucus  region.  The  starved  her. 

40  church  members  remained  hidden  She  now  is  recuperating  in  the  care  of 
inside  Chechnya's  capital,  which  was  cen-  other  refugee  members  of  tne  church, 
ter  stage  for  the  fighting.  Ivanovich  and  his  wife,  ethnic  Russians 

Since  the  Soviet  Union  crumbled  in  who  have  lived  their  entire  lives  in  Grozny, 
1991,  Chechnya  has  become  one  of  the  haven't  escaped  the  escalating  violence  in 
most  dangerous  places  on  earth — particu-  their  hometown  either.  Both  have  faced 
larly  for  Christians.  Chechnya  declared  its  loaded  rifles  and  been  accosted  by  both 
independence  in  1991,  a  claim  Russia  has  Chechen  militants  and  Russian  soldiers 
never  fully  recognized.  After  the  second  over  their  ethnic  identity.  Although  they 
war  there  this  decade  ended  in  1996,  are  both  Russian,  they've  been  confused 
Russia  granted  Chechnya  limited  political  with  Chechens  before, 
autonomy.  Whatever  hardships  they  will  face, 

Tensions  reheated  in  August  when  Ivanovich  said  his  church  hopes  to  return 
Chechen  militants  seized  control  of  the  to  Grozny  and  rebuild. 

Russian  republic  of  Dagestan.  In  Many  Chechens  will  return  from 
September,  after  a  wave  of  bombings  refugee  camps  to  a  destroyed  homeland, 
around  the  Russian  capital  of  Moscow,  Therein  lies  a  new  ministry  for  the  church, 
Russia  invaded  Chechnya  in  what  it  called  Ivanovich  said. 

a  terrorist-fighting  operation.  "The  Bible  says  your  fruit  shows  your 

But  the  new  wave  of  violence  was  just  faith,"  he  said.  "That's  what  we  believe, 
the  latest  in  a  series  of  setbacks  for  Grozny  "We  want  to  return  to  Grozny  and 
Baptist  Church.  show  people  we  don't  hate  them  for  what 

In  October  1998,  Muslim  extremists  kid-  they  have  done.  We  love  them  and  want  to 
napped  Sitnikov,  who  was  pastor  of  the  help  them." 

church.  In  March,  the  next  pastor,  . - . . . 

Alexander  Kulokov,  was  kidnapped.  Two  Ivan  Ivanovich  is  a  pseudonym  used  to  pro¬ 
weeks  later,  a  church  member  saw  tect  the  identity  of  this  church  leader. 


tect  the  identity  of  this 
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